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N. B. This 122555 concludes with ſome ſhort Reflections 
naturally reſulting, from the various Proceedings, in this 
moſt extraordinary and important Affair: And, interalia, 
plainly ſhewing, and by irreſiſtable Arguments proving, 


That the Ballance of Trade, as well as of Power, in Europe, 


might, by the ſole Uſe of this Scheme, be zoholly veſted, aud 


for ever rivetted, in the Crown and Kingdom of Great Britain 
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GT ECTION 
N Authentic Copy of the Propoſal or Scheme then laid 
before the Admiral in Writing, by the Captain By 
which, © in this great Criſis of Europe, an eaſy, expeditions, 
« and infallible Method was propos d, whereby to deſtroy, or 
« compel the Surrender, of any Fleet or Number of Enemies 
« Ships whatſover, whether as Sea, or in Port, be it ever ſo 
e en, Ke. 5 
„„ 
The Subject Matter of the ſaid Scheme, cantaſcd thorons}, ty. 
by the Admiral, debated hinc inde by both; and then fully 
approv'd of and allowp'd to be very bracticable by Sir Charles. 
FC d 
An authentic Copy of a Letter, dated the 31f of Auguſt 
tajt, from the Captain to Mr. Peter Collinſon r2 Gracechurch- 


Street, London, (the Admiral s Friend, and the Perſon who 
firſt introduced the Captain to Sir Charles) complaining, inter 
alia, of the Severity of the Uſage he had received, &c. — 


| %%% Iv, 
Another ditto from the Captain to Sir Charles haaſelf, 
Aoted the 16th of November /ajt, and deliver'd into the Ad- 
miral's own Hanis the 18th, Pon. the Hb fee of the aboye- 
mention'd Conference, the Tujtice of, and ſus Reaſons for, Pub- 
Iiſcing the whole Tramſaction to the World, &c. 


* BF Ne 


2 


8 


x 


** 


n 


2 
x 
* * * 
8 
* 
* 
f 7 
99 
7 
* 
* 
3 
5 
5 
2 
. 
15 
K ww 
Wu 
4 4 
4 
. 
2 
I 
1 
*. . 


EX IO 


Www I 


N Obedience to your Commands, as well as to fatisſy 
your Curioſity, I do herein ſend you (fince you are de- 
termined not to wait for its Publication) an authentic Narra- 


tive, &c. of the whole Affair, as it now ſtands, between the 
Right Honourable Sir Charles Mager and Captain John Morke ; 


an Aﬀair fo aſtoniſhing 1n 1ts own Nature, and that will cauſe 
ſuch Surprize to the Public here, and, in Time, to all Eu- 
rope, that the bare Peruſal of it, tho but only once, will, 
I am fully perſuaded, to one of your thorough Judgment in 
all maritime Concerns, and of your known Penetration into 
the moſt hidden Springs and Cauſes of Things, as highly de- 
light your Mind, from a juſt Conſideration that will naturally 
ariſe in it, of the eaſy Poſſibility there is of reſtoring the 


Ballance of Trade to Great Britain, and of regaining that of 


Power in Europe, by the ſole Uſe of Captain Morke's Scheme, 
as it will, with the utmoſt Indignity, raiſe your Admiration, 
and awaken your Surpriſe, when you come to obſerve, in the 
Sequel of this Narrative, that fo fair an Offer and a Propo- 
ſal that might with ſuch great Eaſe, and almoſt incredible 
Diſpatch, be put in Execution, hath been rejected. And 
therefore not to detain you from a Pleaſure, that, by your 
earneſt Sollicitation in your laſt to me, you do ſo much long 
for the Poſſeſſion of; if I begin the Work abruptly, without 
any further Ceremony, you will, I doubt not, have Candour 


enough to apologize for me, 5 
— And 


And that I may do it ſaccinctly and accurately, as well as 
Step by Step (for you well know me to be no Stranger to 


your Delicacy in Narratrves of all Kinds, and particularly in 


Sea Afairs) I am to inform you, that a particular and inti- 


mate Friend of Captain 70%, Morke's, who happens likewiſe 
to be an old Acquaintance of mine, a Perſon diſtinguiſh'd in 


his Character for his Sincerity to his Friends, did, at the 


Captain's earneſt Requeſt, apply to our Premier on the 26th 
Day of December, 1740, with the Original of the following 
Section, being the 1ſt, called, A Sketch of the Propoſal, &c. 
He had the Honour of being admitted into that great Man's 
Cloſet alone, who, with his uſual Affability and Condeſcen- 
ſion to his Inferiors, peruſed it with Attention; of which 
the following is, to my Knowledge (as are alſo the other 
three Sections) an authentic and an examined Copy, the 
Original having been ſubſcribed, as the Authenticity of it 
will be {worn to, by the Captain. 
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An Authentic Copy of the Propoſal or Scheme then laid before 
the Admiral in Writing, by the Captain * By which, © in 
« this great Criſis of Europe, an eaſy, expeditions, and in- 

« fallible Method was propos d, whereby to deſtroy, or com- 

« pel the Surrender, of any Fleet or Number of Enemies 

« Ships whatſoever, whether at Sea, or in Port, be it ever ſo 


e üg, Ne. 


Perſon aged about Fifty, bred to the Sea from his In- 
fancy, and of an eſtabliſh'd Character for his Integrity 
and Conduct in private Liſe, as well as for his uncommon 
Skill in Naval Affairs, eſpecially where Mechaniſm is requi- 
red, propoſeth, in this great Criſis of Europe, an eaſy, expe- 
ditious, and moſt practicable Method, and with a ſmall Force 
of Ships, whereby totally to deſtroy, or abſolutely to compel 
the Surrender of any Fleet or Number of Ships whatſoever, 
or of any Strength whatſoever, whether at Sea or in Port, be 
it ever ſo ſtrong : And all this in the Space of a few Hours, 
- after the Ships are within Gun-ſhot of each other, and with- 
out any Poſſibility of Miſcarriage in the Enterprize, tho' the 
greateſt, and of the greateſt Conſequence, of any that was 
ever yet propoſed or offered to any Prince or State whatſoever, 

from the Beginning of the World to this Day. 


8 That 


That this Affair, great and aſtoniſhing as it is, even far 
beyond the firſt Diſcovery of America, is yet of ſo very plain 
and intelligible a Nature, as to admit of clear mathematical 


Demonſtration, for its Veracity and Support, to almoſt any 
_ Perſon, though not bred to the Sea, nor ſo much as diſtin- 


guiſh' 4 for unuſual natural Parts or Endowments. 


That after this Method hath been but once put in Execu- 
tion, it will ever afterward be impracticable for any of the 


now ſtrongeſt and moſt formidable maritime Powers (ſo at- 
tack'd) to ſend out fo much as one ſingle Ship, whether for 


War or for Trade, without the Conſent, Approbation, or 
Connivance of fuch other maritime Power, as ſhall be poſſeſt 


of this grand Secret : And yet the Thing, when diſcovered 
(ſuch is the remarkable Humility of the Propoſer) will appear 


to be ſo very plain and obvious to all human Underſtanding, 
that the famous Moral of the great Columbus's Egg will bear 


a Juſt Parallel to it. 


The Tamas on which the Propoſer hereof (who is a Fo- 
reigner by Birth to Great Britain and all its Dependencies). 
offers to make a fair, plain, open, intelligible and ſelf-evi- 
dent Diſcovery of the Fact, are as eaſy and reaſonable as the 


Thing itſelf, 972. To have an adequate Conſideration ſecured 


to himſelf, if on the Diſcloſure thereof as above, it appears 
to be true. 
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| N. B. It 3s humbly preſumed, if what is here repreſented be, 
7 on the ſtricteſt and moſt rigid Enquiry, found to be a plain 
1 demonſtrable Truth, that then it will no longer be a Que- 
= ion, even with the greateſt Enemies to the preſent Admi- 
9 niftration, what Nation it is that the Ballance of Power, 
g as well as of Trade, in Europe, is in its Poſſeſſion. Nor, 
therefore, who that vigilant Miniſter is that hath, by his 
unparalled Courage and Conduct, been the ſole Canſe of 
fuch unexpeffed Grandeur, and laſting Happineſs to his 
King and to his Country. 


” John Morke. 


Aſter his Honour had done, and had thoroughly peruſed 
the Sketch of the Propoſal, or Scheme, he was pleaſed, 1n the 
moſt obliging Terms, to inform the Captain's Friend, who 
attended him with it, That he knew not but that it might 
be a very good Thing; but that, as Affairs of that Kind 
were by no means in his Province, he could ſay nothing to 
it: But added, That the Captain might wait upon Sir 
Charles Yager in his Name, and that if the Admiral ſhould 
© approve of zthe Propoſal, he would readily himſelf give a 
A helping Hand to it, or Words to that Effect: And then 
1 the Captain's Friend retired, being well ſatisfy'd with the 
Genteelneſs of his Reception, and the Succeſs of his Com- 
miſſion, 


Accordingly the good Captain, having been fully appriſed 
of what had paſs d with our Premier and his Friend, imme- 
diately proceeded to take ſuch Steps as might furniſh him 
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with a proper Handle to be admitted to Sir Charles, in order | 


to lay before him his . Propoſal, not in the leaſt doubting of | 
an agreable Reception, which he met with accordingly, as 
you will find by the next Sefton, which is the Second, con- q 
taining, the Subject Matter of the Scheme, Ge. likewiſe [ 
ſubſcribed, and then to be ſworn to by the Captain, as are, L 
and will be alſo, the remaining two Sections. 1 ] 
{ 
SECT 


\ 


SE U-F.- H. 

The Subject Matter of the ſaid Scheme, canvaſs'd thoroughly by 
the Admiral, debated hinc inde by both; and then fully 
approv d of and allow'd to be very practicable by Sir Charles. 
To which ts added, all that followed thereupon with Mr. 
Collinſon. = N 


TY Y the Recommendation of Sir Hans Joan, whom ] had in- 
formed, that I had ſome Things of the utmoſt Conſequence 


to communicate to the Miniſtry in Naval Affairs (in which I had 
been from my Infancy brought up, and with which I was thoro ly 
acquainted) and who had known me for ſundry Years laſt paſt, 


on Account of various rare Curioſities I had the good Fortune 


to pleaſe him with, and that I had at different Times brought 


with me from North America; J ſay, Sir Hans was kindly 
pleaſed to direct me to apply, in his Name, to Mr. Peter 


Collinſon in Gracechurch-Street, not only as one who was a 


Member of the Royal Society, and therefore a proper Perſon 
to hear and receive every thing that was curious and extraor- 
dinary 1n its Kind, but chiefly as he was an intimate Friend 
and Confident of the Right Honourable Sir Charles Mager, 
who was, on all Hands, judged to be the moſt eminent Per- 
ſonage I could be introduced to, with Relation to what Dif- 


coveries I propoſed to make in Favour of this Kingdom, in 


Sea Affairs, at this critical Conjuncture; and more eſpecially 


as a War againſt Spain had already been declared, and under 


ſtrong Apprehenſions of another with France. I waited ac- 
cordingly ſoon afterwards upon Mr. Peter Collinſon, in Sir 
| | Hans's 


Hans's Name, who received me with 6pen Arms; and to him 
I communicated (in order to pave the Way ſecurely for me 
with his great Friend Sir Charles that Sir Robert Malpole had, 
by a particular Friend of mine, been applied to on the 26th 
of December 1940, with my Propoſal ; whoſe Anſwer was, 
That the Scheme in Queſtion wwas not in his Province, &c. but 
with great Freedom directed, that the Perſon immediately 
concerned, vis. My Self, might, in his Name, apply to 
Sir Charles Jager. With which Account Mr. Collinſon = - 
was ſo well pleaſed, that he appointed Sunday the 11th of , 
January following, at Six in the Evening, to attend with me, 
and wait upon Sir Charles: But, on calling upon Mr. Collin- 
fon the Saturday before, I found he had Buſineſs of Conſe- 
quence, that prevented him from doing me the Honour he 
intended of going with me, as appointed, the next Evening, 
to Sir Charles, He was therefore pleaſed to give me a ſealed 
Letter to Sir Charles, with the Sketch of my Propoſal inclo- 
ſed ; which ſerv'd my Purpoſe as well: For, on the next 
Evening, ſoon after Six, vig. Junday the 11th of January 
1740-1, I had the Honour of attending Sir Charles; and 
then I found his Honour ready and prepared to receive me, 
as he immediately did ; and, as I unmagin'd, from the Na- 
ture and Importance of what I was to communicate, I had 
likewiſe the Honour of being introduced to him all alone. 


After Sir Charles had ordered me to ſeat myſelf near him, 

and then enquiring of me, if my Name was not John Morke, 

he entered immediately upon my Propoſal ; and then I open« 
ed the Conference in the following Manner and Words, or 
Words to the following Purport and Effect, vis. 


Sir, 


8 


1 


Sir, as you have done me the great Favour to permit me to 


attend your Honour, on Account of what I have to lay before 


your Honour for the Service of this Kingdom in Sea Affairs, 
pray ſuffer me to beg your Honour's Anſwers to two or three 
Queſtions I muſt take the Liberty to propoſe, 1n order to 
bring your Honour to a thorough Underſtanding and Know- 
ledge of my Scheme. To which his Honour was graciouſly 


pleaſed to reply in the Affirmative, That he would. 


Having then his Honour's Leave, the firſt Queſtion I put 
was the following, vis. 


SUESTIONL 


Sir, If you was reſolved to attack any very ſtrong Harbour, 
ſecured by Booms and Chains acroſs, have you any Way or 
Contrivance, now in Being, known or practiſed, to preſerve 
thoſe Ships, as may be fent in to break or deſtroy thoſe Booms, 


from the Enemy's great Fire from their Ships or their Baſt i- 


ons, Forts, or Ravelings, Sc. that are uſually erected for that 
Purpoſe on either, or on both Sides, or Flanking them, to 


deſend them ? 


His Honour's Anſwer was very free, fair and candid, and 
what I expected from a Perſonage of his known Integrity in 
Lite, and particularly of his great Skill, Ability and Expe- 
rience in all Naval Affairs, viz. in the Negative; No, none 
but the common Way, the Ship's own Sides wo bear the Brunt ; 
or Words to that Effect. 


My 


(16) „5 
My next Queſtion was, vis. | 
SUESTI.O N H. 


Has your Honour any Method or Contrivance to bring your 
Bomb-Veſſels or Ketches to a proper Place to moore them, 
where they may lie with Safety to do Execution, and yet be 
ſo well defended and ſecured from the Enemy's Fire, as fully 
to anſwer the End propoſed by the Admiral, or Commodore 
who appointed and ordered them to perform that Service ? 


Sir Charles's Anſwer was, as before, in the Negative; No, 
none but as uſual, her own Ship's Sides to defend her. 


I proceeded then to the third Queſtion, which was my _ 
laſt, and which, indeed, took up full Two-thirds of the I 
whole Time I had the Honour to be with Sir Charles, as the 
- candid and judicious Reader will, from the Nature of the 
Queſtion, ſoon obſerve it muſt. > 


Now, Sir, I muſt take the Liberty to put the laſt Que- 


ſtion, vs. 


N !t 


If in an Engagement with a Squadron or Squadrons of 
Enemies Ships, have you any Way of making a quick, cer- 
tain and ſpeedy Diſpatch, ſo as to determine the Engage- 
ment, and, with little or no Risk of your own Squadron, yet 


totally 


„ 
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: (.19 5 
totally to deſtroy, or abſolutely to compel the Surrender of 
that of the Enemy ? Have you, Sir, when you come within 
Gun-ſhot of the Enemy's Squadron (even if it be Two to One in 
Number and Rate of Ships, as well as Men and Weight of Me- 
tal ſuperior to your own) any Way or Method to deſtroy their 
Squadron, or to compel them to ſtrike and ſurrender, other 
than the common, vis. by exchanging Broadſide and Broad- 


fide, &c. together with the Help and Aſſiſtance of Fire-ſhips, 


as uſual ? Pr. 
To all which the Admiral, with the like Frankneſs as be- 
fore, anſwered No, none but the common Chance, Broad-fide 


to Broad-fide, with the Help of the Fire-ſhips, 


My three Queſtions having been thus fairly put, and fair 


and juſt Anſwers having likewiſe been made to each of them 


by Sir Charles, T then proceeded and told his Honour, that I 
could and was ready prepared to inform him of a direct and 
indiſputable, a quick, moſt practicable, eaſy, and not at all 
expenſive, Way and Method, whereby fully to anſwer my 
three above-mentioned Queſtions, and effectually to obtain 
all the great Ends propoſed by them. Upon which the Ad- 
miral readily aſſented to hear me out, and ſeemingly inclining 
to go into a Sea Engagement firlt (tho' the laſt of my three 
Queſtions) I comply d with great Alacrity, and begun it thus, 
Vide N 6 


Since your Honour hath been pleaſed to chuſe a general 
Engagement at Sea firſt, I beg your Honour will favour me 
with naming in what Form, Manner, or Situation, you will 

C ED engage 


(18) 
engage in; that is, whether By, or Large, or How? To this 
his Honour readily agreed, and named his Form of engaging; 
which was, with the Wind on the Beam, &c. and went thro' the 
whole Sea Fight with me, in a moſt cautious and highly judi- 
cious Manner, and with great Addreſs, Skill and Judgment, ta- 
king all Advantages that offered, diſputing every Inch with me, 
till at laſt his Honour narrowly obſerving the fatal Conſequence, 
and plainly and abſolutely foreſeeing, what muſt of Neceſſity 
attend his trembling Squadron, if he did not chooſe to ſtrike 
the Union Flagg, tho' back' d by Eighty Ships of the Line, 
he ſubmitted to ſurrender the whole Fleet under his Com- 
mand, tho' ſo powerful and ſtrong, rather than have it totally 
deſtroyed ; and then readily allowed, that according to this 
Scheme, as propoſed by me, and executed by my Method, 
there was no Remedy but to ſtrike and ſurrender, or to be 
totally deſtroyed, ſince to eſcape was impofſible and imprac- 
ticable : And thus ended our Sea Engagement, and is the firſt 
Inſtance I ever knew, or heard of, or I believe any other 
Man living, that Sir Charles was ever beat at Sea, or was 


compell'd to ſtrike to his Enemy, altho' but in Theory only. 


Having thus compell'd our brave Admiral to ſtrike to me 
(and had he really commanded Eighty Ships of the Line, and 
myſelf far ſhort of that Number, he muſt have equally ſubmitted 
and ſtruck, or have been deſtroy'd, as I am well ſatisfy'd, he 
will frankly acknowledge to be moſt true, on the Footing of 
my Scheme) we proceeded to the Queſtion on the Attack of 
the ſtrongeſt and beſt fortify d Harbour known, or that could be 
imagined, and thoroughly ſecured by Booms, Chains, &:. To 


perform which important Service, Ilaid down and deſcribed the 
— — Method 


. 


(19) 

Method to his Honour in few Words; yet ſuch as carried ſo 
many convincing Arguments, and clear and demonſtrative 
Proofs of the Reality of that Enterprize, and of the Impoſſi- 
bility of its Miſcarriage, even tho' Fifty or more Pieces of the 
largeſt Ordnance, properly pointed, were playing upon me all 
the while, that Sir Charles readily gave up that Point allo, 
as he had the Sea Engagement, and was obliged to lee, and to 
allow, that the Booms, Chains, Sc. were blowed up, broke or 
deſtroy'd, before his Eyes, an open Enterance made into the Har- 
bour, altho' it had been ſo well fortified with Booms or Chains, 
and garniſh'd with large Cannon, as before deſcribed, and even 

with a Squadron of Ships of the Line within, as an additional 
Guard to the Booms, Ec. 85 


And laſtly (Sir Charles ſtill indulging me with the great 
Honour and Favour of his Converſation, without the Inter- 
ruption of any other Company) we came to the only Queſtion 
remaining unſolved, viz. That there is a certain and ſure 
Method of mooring the Bomb Veſſels or Ketches, ſo, and in 
ſuch a Form and Poſition, as to do the Execution, and per- 
form the Service deſign'd by their Commander to be done by 
them, even in the Midſt, the Heat of, and during the 
moſt dreadful Fire from the Enemy's Forts, that can be ima- 

in'd or thought of, tho' within half Gun-ſhot of each other, 
and the Enemy's Guns truly pointed and levelled againſt them. 
All which, like the former, Sir Charles allowed was very 
practicable, eaſy to be underſtood, and as eaſily to be per- 
formed and executed. | „ 
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And 5 I had the Satisfaction to make A 3 0 
out (as Sir Charles readily and frankly allowed and acknow- 
ledged) what I had undertaken to do, on propoſing my three 
Queſtions, as ſtated in the Beginning of this Conference, 
which 1 had the Honour to have with him. 


Upon the Whole, Sir Charles was . ſo fully and ſuf- 
ficiently to declare his Approbation of the plain and practica- 


ble Diſcoveries I had ſo frankly made, and of the eaſy Plan I 


had laid down before his Honour for the public Service, as 
moved him likewiſe, on his Part, to be free with me; and 
therefore he thought fit to 3 me, that altho' hs. fully 


approved my Scheme (which he kept by him, and did not 


then, nor ſince, return to me) yet it was his Opinion, that 


the pr 2 was not a proper Time to have it put in Execu- 

r that the Event of the Meſt-Iudia Expedition now 
on Foot, meaning that, then under the Command of Lord 
Cathcart And ir Chaloner Ogle, muſt be firſt known, before 
that, propoſed and laid down by me, could be entered upon: But 
that, i in the mean Time, and until I ſhould be better provided for, 
his Honour ſuggeſted, that I ſhould, tor my Encouragement, 
have ſome Promotion in the Navy. To which ! reply'd, That I 


_ doubted I was entirely incapacitated to accept of a Pn e 


in the Navy, fince I was a Foreigner by Birth, and had not yet 
had the good Fortune to be naturalized, according to the Laws 
of Great Britain; and as for Money, I expected none, until my 
Scheme had 5 put in Execution, and had ſucceeded; al- 
tho' the Terms upon which I had 1 in, and e out 


my Propoſal, to his Honour, were quite otherwiſe, viz. To 


have 
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have a Conſideratian adequate to the Service propoſed by my 
Scheme ſecured to me, provided, upon the plain and open Diſco- 
very and Diſcloſure thereof, it appeared to be trae * And that I 
had thus, and in the moſt clear and ample Manner, fully and 
fairly made out ſuch my Propoſal or Scheme, ſo laid before 
his Honour as aforeſaid, and had, beyond all Exception, pro- 
ved, that the ſame was ſupported by the plaineſt and moſt 


evident Truths, that the Nature and Veracity of any thing 


was capable of admitting, or of being examined by, Sir 
Charles was far from denying : His Honour having, as alrea- 
dy, and more than once, has been obſerved, fully approved 
of my Scheme, and of all the particular Diſcoveries founded 
upon it. x, 


So that having obſerved, that the Admiral was as highly 
delighted with the Novelty, as he was pleaſed with the infi- 
nite Uſe, that could, upon any emergent Occaſion of the State, 
be with great Eaſe and Diſpatch, and little Charge, made 
of thole new and ſurpriſing Diſcoveries, Thad ſo freely and 


readily laid before him, and in order to obtain ſomething 


or another however, was 1t even but a Feather in my Cap, 
for ſuch extraordinary and important Services, as from the 


Admirals viſible Satisfaction, and his full Approbation of my 


whole Propoſal, Scheme or Plan, and from my own Conſci- 
ouſneſs of the demonſtrable Truth of all that I had fo fully 
declared and aſſerted to him, I judged I had done his Honour 
for the publick Weal; and fince I found nothing more ſolid, 
was likely then at leaſt to be my Reward, I told his Honour, 
That as I had ſome Thoughts of returning ſoon to North 


America (my Wife and Children reſiding at Boſton I had ſtill 


3 ſome 
See the Terms in the laſt Paragraph of the firſt Section. 
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ſome ſurther Diſcoveries to make to his Honour, tho' of ano- 
ther Nature, than thoſe I had the Satisfaction already to have 
made to him, but that they were yet ſuch as highly concern'd 
the Intereſt of Great Britarn, fince when made, they would 
be of the utmoſt Conſequence to ſome of the richeſt and moſt 
uſeful of his Majeſty's Colonies in North America, to the Si- 
tuation of which, and the great Importance of their Trade to 
and with Great Britain, I knew his Honour was no Stranger. 


For theſe Reaſons therefore, and after Leave obtained, by 
his Honour's defiring me to go on, J proceeded and laid be- 


fore his Honour the defenceleſs State cf Boſton, in New Eng- 


land, in its preſent Condition; and then I took the Liberty to 
lay down the Plan, and in what Method and Manner that 


wealthy and trading City, the very Life, Soul and Center of 
Trade in North America, might be attack'd by Sea, invefted 


and deſtroyed by an Enemy; which Sir Charles, with Sur- 
prize, however allowed to be too plain and too practicable 
for a willing and powerful Enemy to put in Execution. This 


led me naturally to what I wanted to point out, which I did 
clearly and effectually, and to the Admiral's full Satisfaction 


and Approbation, viz. Not only how to remedy this great 
Evil, by preventing any Enemy whatfoever from Succeſs, if 
Boſton ſhould be attack'd, but likewiſe to deſtroy them ſo, 
as neither their Shipping nor their Crews, &c. ſhould ever 


return, if attempted. 


We then proceeded to Rhode T//and, a Place of no ſmall 


Trade and Conſequence, and a Colony of itſelf, and clearly and 
plainly 


(23) 

plainly demonſtrated the great Difference of 1ts bearing, &c. 
from Boſton, ſo far as the Particulars I laid down, might ſerve 
to illuſtrate what I propoſed for the Safety and Defence of 
that Iſland alſo, in Caſe of any unexpected Attack from Mar- 
tinico, or elſewhere. All which Methods of mine, Sir Charles 
readily granted, would fully anſwer the ſalutary and neceſſary 


Ends propoſed by them. e „ 


The laſt Harbour and Place of Trade T mentioned was 
New London, in the Colony and Government of Connecticut: 
A Harbour by its Depth and Situation (and in both theſe 
quite different from Boſton and Rhode Iſland, as I plainly 
ſhew'd, and of which I fully convinced his Honour) and other 
Advantages heaped upon it by indulgent Nature, in Favour 
of Trade in general, that the Admiral, who was candid e- 

nough to be fatisfy'd, that what I had ſo repreſented, was 
true in Fact, was exceedingly ſurprized and ſhock'd, when 
I inform'd him, that it was, notwithſtanding of its excellent 
Situation for Trade, ſtill wholly defenceleſs, and altogether 
unfortify d: And yet much more ſo when I repreſented, and, 
indeed, demonſtrated in what Manner all this might be per- 
fectly and fully remedy d: And that by a Method fo eaſy, 
ſo convincing, and attended with ſo trifling an Expence, as 
ſhould not exceed that of a ſmall Platform, mounted only 
with fix or eight Guns for a Salute; yet all this without the 
Charge, or ſo much as the Shew of building and erecting any 
Fortification at all. To all which my different, yet plain, 
Methods of abſolute Defence, for thoſe three Places of ſuch 
valt Conſequence to the Trade and Happineſs of thoſe Colo- 
nies, at preſent ſo much expoſed, in Caſe of any Attack from 
an 


ä 


an Enemy, Sir Charles was generouſly pleaſed, highly to ap- 


ease of, and freely promiſed me, to recommend me in the 


rongeſt Terms to Hrs Grace the Dube of MONTAGU, (hav- 


| ing juſt before told his Honour, that a Deputation from his 


Grace in the Ordnance for the above-mention'd Colonies 
would be acceptable to me) in order to procure for me what 
I had ſo modeſtly, I hope, propoſed to accept of, meaning 


the Deputation in the Ordnance, under his ſaid Grace as jult 


mentioned. Since as his Honour was pleaſed in the moſt 
friendly and frank Manner to aſſure me, That from the new 
Diſcoveries I had ſo freely made, and the practicable and eaſy 
Methods I had ſo generouſly pointed out to, and laid down 
before, him, he believed I was a Perſon very capable and 


fit to be employed in the public Service, in my Way, and 


to be entruſted in naval Affairs of ſuch great Conſequence. 


Then I requeſted his Honour, after he had ſo candidly and 
truly thus given me his full Approbation, not only of the 
Particulars of the Sketch of my Propoſal, but likewiſe with 
Relation to all the Methods I had laid down and offered in 
the Defence of the Boſton, Rhode I//and and New London, &c. 
I fay, then I thought myſelf intitled to beſeech his Honour, 
that he would likewiſe be pleaſed to inform the Right Ho- 
nourable Sir Robert Malpole (by whoſe Direction to my 
Friend, I attended him with the ſaid Sketch of my Propoſal 
that I had accordingly waited upon him (Sir Charles and 
that I had had the good Fortune to be ſo kindly received by 
him, and to have had his Honour's favourable Aſſent to, and 
full and compleat Approbation of, every Thing I had laid 
down before him, in the Conference he had done me the 

| Honour 
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Honour for ſo long a Time to hold with me, on the ſubject 


Matter in Debate. This Requeſt his Honour alſo readily 
and chearfully granted me, and in ſo many Words freely pro- 
miſed me, to inform Sir Robert of all that J had ſo gene- 
rouſly, and without Reward, laid before him for the public 
Service, with the very firſt Opportunity, ſignifying likewiſe 
to me, with a pleaſing Countenance, that he would cer- 
tainly do it as the very next Morning, (vis. Monday the 
12th of January laſt was twelve Months) for then he was 


to ſee Sir Robert. 
Upon receiving ſo polite and fo good-natured an Anſwer, 
it moved me to think of another Affair, very much wanted, 


and that would be of infinite Uſe to the King's Ships in the 


American Seas, altho', if I be not miſtaken, it never was 


(like every one of the other important Diſcoveries I made 
to, and laid before, his Honour as above-mention'd ; for the 
Truth of all which, I do, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, thus 
publickly appeal to his Honour) ſo mach as thought of, 
much leſs reduced into an eaſy and practicable Method be- 
fore. And, therefore, aſter returning my moſt humble 
Thanks to his Honour, for the gracious Promiſe he had made 
me, to inform the Right Honourable Sir Robert Ialpole, 
and with ſuch Diſpatch as the very next Day, of the impor- 
tant Diſcoveries I had ſo frankly and freely made to him for 
the public Service, I told his Honour, I had ſtill one Thing 


more to lay before him, with Relation to the Safety and Ser- 


vice of the King's Ships in the Seas of America, that would 
be of the utmolt Service to Great Britain, and of the great- 


eſt Prejudice both to France and Spain, more eſpecially in 


DD Time 


(26 
Time of War, vis. After repreſenting to his Honour the 
Neceſſity the King's Ships were under of returning home, 
particularly from the Veſt Indies, when they had been out 
for any conſiderable Time, in Order to be dock d, &c. and 
of the Length, as well as Danger, of their Voyages, that 
frequently happened beſore they could return, and innume- 
rable other Inconveniences that naturally attend ſuch Voyages 
home, by all which the Service of thoſe Ships, where moſt 
wanted, was frequently fruſtrated and rendered altogether 


abortive ; for the too great Truth of which, I frankly appeal- 


ed to his Honour. I then informed him, that I knew of a 
moſt certain Remedy, which would be a perfect Salvo for 


this great and hitherto incurable Evil: And on the Admiral's 


_ earneſt Deſire to know this grand Secret alſo, which I readi- 
ly obſerved in his Countenance, had he ſaid not a Word, (as 


believe every one of my underſtanding and unprejudiced 


Readers, eſpecially every worthy Commander of a King's 
Ship, would readily think and 1magine he wanted to know) 
I did, without any Heſitation, inform him, and frankly unravel 
this Secret to his Honour alſo, viz. That I knew a Method, 
how, and in what Manner, to build and erect floating Docks, 
in any reaſonable Depth, and even where there was neither 
Ebbing nor Flowing Water: By means whereof, the 
King's Ships of War, and other Ships in the Service, might 
be there dock'd and rendered, in a very iew Days, again as 

fit for Service as if they had been dock'd in any of the 
King's Yards at home, c. without the leaſt Danger of the 
Sea, and the Hazard of Voyages home to Great Britain, beſides 
the Length of Time, and other Inconveniences that are un- 
avoidable, when ſuch, Ships wanted docking, & In which 
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Caſe, as his Honour well knew, ſuch King's Ships, and others, 
were conſtantly ſent Home to be dock'd, when the troubleſome, 


but common Way of heaving them down could no longer, with 
any tolerable Succeſs in the Meſt Indies, be put in Practice. 
His Honour being highly pleaſed with the rational, and great 
Uſe and Importance of this new Method of mine, for build- 
ing Floating Docks, (which he frankly declared he had never 


heard of before) ſince he well knew no others were practicable 


in thoſe Parts; and having likewiſe fully approved of the fame, 
as he had done indeed of every Thing elſe I had laid be- 
fore him during the whole Conference, as before obſerved, I 
retired juſt, (it happened ſo) as another Gentleman, an intire 
Stranger to me, and I to him, was entering the Room (for 
during the whole Time of this long Conference, I had the 


great Honour, as the French ſay, of being Tete a Tete, with 


the Admiral) and took my Leave with the beſt Scrapes fo 
old a Tar as myſelf could make, of Sir Charles, and aſſured 
his Honour, I ſhould forthwith apply to his intimate Friend, 


and my Introducer to his Honour, Mr. Colliuſon, (which I had 


likewiſe before hinted) for his Honour's Drrections when to 
attend and receive from him ſuch Commands as his Honour 
ſhould think proper to favour me with; adding, That I well 


knew how precious his Honour's Time was, and how con- 


ſtantly it was imploy'd in National and Naval Concerns for the 
publick Good, as an Apology for ſuch my intended Applica- 


tion to Mr. Collinſon, to whom, if his Honour thought fit, I 


ſaid, I likewiſe propoſed to communicate ſome of the Par- 


ticulars I had laid before his Honour, that ſo his Honour 


might, thro' that Channel, the better, and with the more Diſ- 
patch, convey his Anſwers or Commands to me with little 


1I--2 | or 
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no Interruption of the public Affairs in his Province. To 
all which Sir Charles having fully aſſented, agreed to, and 
approved of, I took my final Leave for that Time, and 
then withdrew : And thus ended the Conference, that the 
Right Honourable Sir Charles Mager did me the Honour to 
hold with me upon the ſubject Matter of the Sketch of my 


Propoſal. 


J come now regularly to what follow'd upon and after it, 
which is fo very extraordinary, that I ſhall take the utmoſt Care 
to avoid all unneceſſary Repetition and Conſuſion in the Matter 
I have yet to repreſent ; being determin'd to give as juſt and 
impartial a Narrative of the bare and ſimple Facts only, that 
are yet to come, and as they occurr'd and happend between 
Mr. Colliſon and myſelf, as I havealready done of the Con- 

erence held at the Admiralty Office, between his worthy Patron 
Sir Charles Mager and me, to the Time I was advis'd, and had 
reſolved to write him my Letter of the 31ſt of laſt Auguſt; 
and then to leave, not only my own Conduct in, but alſo 
the Event and Ifſue of, this whole Affair, to all thoſe whom 


it may more immediately and naturally concern, vis. 


Having, at the Cloſe of the Conference, promiſed Sir Charles 


that I would attend his Friend Mr. Collinſon with Diſpatch, 


I did accordingly the very next Morning, being Monday the 
12th of Jauuary 1740-1, wait upon Mr. Colliſon at his 


Houſe in Gracechurch-Street, London, who received me with 


great Pleaſure and a ſmiling Countenance : And to him, 
as well in Obedience to the Commands I had received from 


the Admiral, as from my own Inclination, I imparted ſo much 
with 


3 (029 ” 
with great Freedom, and ſuch of the Particulars. as had 
als'd in the Conference over Night with Sir Charles, as 


I judged were proper for him to know: And then I declared 


to him the great Succeſs I had had with Sir Charles, from the 
full Approbation his Honour judged proper, and, no doubt, 
moſt juſtly, as well as generoully, to give to all the Diſcoveries 
I had fo freely made, and ſo frankly, openly, and without 
the leaſt Reſerve, laid before him; and ſuch as were founded 


upon the Writing, intitled, The Sketch of my Propoſal: And 


to convince Mr. Collisſon that Things were really ſo as I had 
repreſented them to be, I farther communicated to him, that 
Sir Charles had been pleated to give me yet a fuller Proof 
of his Approbation of my Scheme, than by barely allowing 
of it to be very good and practicable; for that he had been 
ſo indulgent to me beſides, as not only in the moſt kind and 
obliging Manner to promiſe ſolemnly, but likewiſe to re- 

eat ſuch his Promiſe to me more than once, at the Cloſe of 
the Conference, that he would immediately do me two Pieces 
of very great and material Service, v/z. To recommend me 
to his Grace the Duke oi Montage, tor a Deputation under 
his Grace in the Ordnance, as a Perſon very fit for, and ca- 
pable of ſuch an Employ, more particularly, if there ſhould 
be Occaſion for ſuch Service in North America, which his 
Honour apprehended, and myſelf very well knew there was: 


And then the Second was, which I liked the beſt, his Ho- 


nour promiſed alſo very poſitively, and in ſo many Words, 
that he would take the firſt Opportunity, which he declared 
thonld be the very next Morning, to acquaint the Right Hon. 
Sir Robert Malpole, that J had attended him with the Sketch 
of my Propojal | (as the ſaid Sir Robert had directed me to 
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do, by an intimate Friend of mine, who had waited upon 


his ſaid Honour with it the 26th of December, 1740, as be- 
fore-mentioned) and that he had held a Conference with me, 
upon the ſubjet Matter thereof, the Particulars whereof J 


| had made out to his, the Admiral's, fall Satisfaction, and with 


his Approbation, that the ſame was very practicable, and 
might be of great Uſe to the public Service, when the ſame 
was wanted, or Words to that Effect: Upon hearing all 
which, Mr. Collinſon well knowing that it was by Sir Charles's 
Commands that I attended him with my Report, was highly 
delighted with the Succeſs I had met with, and promiſed, that 
once in two or three Days he would attend the Admiral on 
my Account, in order to know his Honours true and full 
Opinion of my Scheme, or Porpoſal; and likewiſe to remind 
him of his two Promiſes he had made me, that pleaſed me ſo 
much; and that he would, with great Satisfaction to himſelf, 
readily, and with Pleaſure, ſolicite the Performance of them 
with Diſpatch. And thus having, Bous fda, related the 
Subſtance and Purport of what paſt at my firſt Interview with 
Mr. Collinſon, after the Conference held with Sir Charles, I 
took my Leave of him, and we parted, I dare ſwear, both 
highly delighted: Mr. Co/::/07, with the Satisfaction he had 
within his own Breaſt of having recommended a Perſon that 
had had the good Fortune to make himſelf 1o agreeable to his 
great Patron Sir Charles, on Account of the important Dif- 
coveries he had fo freely opened and laid before him, as to 
deſerve his Honour's full Approbation, &c. and myſelf in 
knowing it all to be moſt true. 


But 


1 


Diſcoveries? Mr. Collinſon's Reply then, was altogether in 


(31 ) — 
But being determined not to hurry my good Friend Mr. Col- 
linſon too much, I gave him a whole Week's Time, inſtead of 
two or three Days, which was his own voluntary Offer. After 
the Expiration whereof, I attended him, and then he frankly 
told me he had waited upon the Admiral on my Behalf, and 
that Sir Charles had generouſly, and without Heſitation, aſ- 
ſured him, that the Report I had made to him, Mr. Collinſon, 
was true ; for that he, Sir Charles, had very well approved of 


my Propoſal, or Scheme, and of all the Diſcoveries that J had, 


at the Conference, made to, and laid before him; all which he 
believed were very practicable; but that he apprehended 
they were at that Time too late to be put in Execution 
for the preſent V e-India Expedition, or Words to the ſame 
Effect, as the Admiral himſelf had been pleaſed to ſuggeſt 
to me, immediately after the Coyference held between his 
Honour and myſelf, on Sunday the 11th of January as afore- 
ſaid. Upon which 1 took my Leave of Mr. Collinſon, and 
deferred paying him another Viſit, (being as unwilling to be 
troubleſome to him, as I was ready and willing to give him a 


breathing Time) for about three Weeks. 


On my Return, Mr. Collinſon {till receiv'd me, as indeed 


TI expected, with great Candour and Civility, at leaſt to all 


outward Appearance : But on my enquiring of him, whether 


he had had the Pleaſure of waiting upon Sir Charles ſince my 


laſt Viſit? His Anſwer was in the Affirmative, that he had ; 
and this led me to enquire further, /g. Whether his Honour 


had been ſo kind to favour me with any Commands, or had 


{laid any thing more to him upon the ſubject Matter of my 


the 
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the Negative, No; which, indeed, being boy'd up with 
great, and I well hop'd juſt, Expectations, made me look a 
little blank: However, I repeated my Sollicitations to Mr. 
Collinſon, in my own Behalf with the Admiral, requeſting, 
that he would once more be pleaſed to remind his Honour of 


the kind Promiſes he had made me, to recommend me to his 3 
Grace of Montagu, and to make a juſt Report of my Services, 1 


as he had fo frankly agreed to do, to the Right Honourable 
Sir Robert Yalpole. To perform both which, Mr. Collinſon, 
at this our ſecond Interview, faithfully promiſed to execute; 
and that I might not over-charge his Memory too much, 
I pull'd a ſmall Memorandum out of my Pocket, wherein the 
{a1d Promiſes from Sir Charles to me were mention'd, (for 
I was no Stranger to the great Difference there is be- 
tween Litera Scripta, and Vox gudita which I took the Li- 


berty to give Mr. Collinſon, who very gravely and generouſly * 
put into his; and kindly promiſed he would ſee Sir Charles 1 
once in a Day or two, and recommend my Affair to him, and 1 
would then procure his Honour's candid Anſwer to my i 
Litera Stripta ; and then I parted from him in the moſt oY 
friendly and obliging Manner, after he had once more ho- 1 
ever aſſured me, that I might depend on his Patron's Anſwer ; 
in three or four Days Time at furtheſt. 7 : 
Being then thus full freight with great Hopes, at laſt I ? 
returned to my good Friend Mr. Collinſon, within the Time 
limited, and on enquiring of him after his Honour's good 
Health and Welfare in the firſt Place, I added, And what doth 
the worthy Knight ſay of my Affair now? To which Mr. Co/- 1 
linſon reply'd, That the great Weight of the Navy Affairs, 'F 
| Were 5 


. 


% 


now in Time of War, and of parliamentary Buſmeſs at home, 


had made them well-nigh flip out of his Honour's Memory: 
But that on his (Mr. Collinſon's) taking the Freedom to hint 
only ſome of the Particulars of my Scheme, his Honour then 
readily recollected them all: And then Mr. Colliuſon was 
candid enough, (according to my Requeſt, made to him 
at my laſt Viſit, both verbally and in Writing) to aſſure me, 
that he had enquired of Sir Charles, on my Behalf, whether 
his Honour had yet been ſo good as to ſpeak to and recom- 
mend me, according to his moſt frank and generous Pro- 
miſe, to his Grace of Montags © But that Sir Charles's Anſwer 
to him was, That he had not : Upon which, continued Mr. 
Collinſon, (ſpeaking to me all the while) I ask'd the Ad- 
miral, why? To which Sir Charles reply'd, That, on re- 
flefting upon what he had promiſed me, he had alter'd his 
Opinion : For that he did not now intend to ask any Fa- 
vour of his Grace for any-body, becauſe he had determin'd 
to lye under no Obligations of that Kind; ſince they were 


generally loaded with Returns of Ten-times the Value, or 


Words to that Effect. But that if I could find any other 


Friend that would follicit his Grace of Montagu in my Favour, 


and that thereupon his Grace would be ſo kind to ask him 
(Sir Charles) about me, and whether I was a Perſon capable 
of being employ'd in ſuch a Station, in the Ordnance, that then 
Sir Charles would readily recommend me to his Grace, in 


the ſtrongeſt Terms, and would with great Juſtice ſpeak in 


my Favour, according as he had (immediately after the 
famous and ſo often- mention'd Conference held with him was 
over) promiſed me belore, and ſome more Words of that 


and the like Kind. 
. = Then 


2 5 


034 


Then, continued Mr. Collinſon, 1 enquir'd yet farther of 


his Honour for you: My next Queſtion having been, whether 


be had yet ſpoken to the Right Honourable Sir Robert Mal- 


pole about Captain Morke and his Affairs? To which the 


Admiral anſwering again in the Negative, No; I reply'd (ſaid 
Mr. Collinſon to me) and why not? To which Sir Charles 
made the following Anſwer, as Mr. Wy pe 0s aſſured me in 
ſo many Words, viz. © That if Sir Robert had been in 


« Farneſt in his Recommendation, then he (meaning Sir 


« Robert) would have ask'd him, Sir Charles, of himſelf,” 
{viz. about me and the Sketch of my Propoſal that had 
been laid before him the 26th of December, 1740. by my 
Friend as already mention'd) and then he, Sir Charles (that 


is, if Sir Robert had ſpoke firſt) would readily have told 
him every Thing about you, particularly how practicable 
your Diſcoveries were, Sc. Sc. Sc. and then I * fuppoſe, . 


continued Mr. Collinſon, according to his kind and favourable 


Promiſes to you; Sir Charles would have aſſured Sir Robert 


(that is, ſtill if Sir Robert would have apply'd firſt to Sir 
Charles that you ought, in the mean Time, and until ſome- 
thing better was done for you, to have ſome Provifion 


made for, or allowed you, one Way or other, or Words to 


that or the like Effect. So far, Mr. Collinſon to me, with 
Relation to his great Patron's two Promiſes of ſpeaking to 


his Grace of Montagu (for a Deputation in the Ordnance 
for me) and alſo to the Right Honourable Sir Robert Mal- 


pole, in Behalf of the Veracity and great Uſe of my Scheme 
tor the publick Service, 


I come 


nme * — 
V2 ao I PROS oO 


4 IS 6 
* * 

8 
%* E275 


* 
8 


e 
"31 


n 


„ FR  _— 

I come now to the laſt Scene of this Tragi-Comedy ; 
which was, That I ask d Mr. Collinſon, whether he had like- 
wiſe been ſo good, ſince Sir Charles had been thus pleaſed 
to evade his Promiſe, of acquainting Sir Robert with the 


Validity of my Diſcoveries verbally, as to requeſt of the 
Admiral to do it in Writing, by Way of Report on the Back 
of the Sketch of my Propoſal; that fo, my Friend, who had 


the Honour of laying that Paper, firſt before Sir Robert Mal- 
pole, viz. on the 26th Day of December, 1740, as aforeſaid, 


might, by Way of Alternative at leaſt, have it in his Power 


at laſt to return that Paper to the Miniſter, with Sir Charles's 
Opinion or Report indorſed on it. This Mr. Collinſon told 
me he had likewiſe apply'd to Sir Charles for (as indeed he 


had likewiſe at my laſt Viſit promiſed he would) but 


the Anſwer he received to it was ſtill in the Negative, No- 
The Admiral adding“ That he did not incline to put Pen 
to Paper but on ſome particular Occaſions.” 


Now my laſt Requeſt to Mr. Collinſon (who as before ob- 
ſerved at the End of the Conference, was the Channel ap- 


pointed by the Admiral himſelf, for the Conveyance of 


Commands Meſſages, c. between him and me) was, that 


Sir Charles would be pleaſed to return me by him my Paper, 


call'd, A Sketch of my Propoſal, which was not only the Baſis 
and Foundation of the Conference, and of all that followed 
upon it, but likewiſe was the very individual and identical 


Writing, that my worthy and moſt ſincere Friend had had 


the Pleaſure of laying before the Right Honourable Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole on the 26th Day of December, 1740, as more 
than once already mention'd : But to this Mr. Colliuſon an- 

„ ſwere d 


WY 
ſwer'd; That he had not forgot that neither; but that on re- 
queſting the Admira for the Return of the Paper in Queſtion, 
(which 1 had likewiſe begg'd bim to do, in Caſe it ſhould 
ſo happen, that the Admiral could not at laſt be prevail d 
on to indorſe his Opinion, or to make ſome Report or 
other in Writing, upon it) Sir Charles was pleaſed then in- 
deed to anſwer very candidly, tho' ſtill in the Negative, No - 


Becauſe (and Mr. Collinſon allerted to me that the Fact was 


really ſo) as Sir Charles was of the Opinion, That at this 


Time (meaning the Month of February, 1740-1, and indeed 


he had ſaid the Like to myſelf, at the Conference about a 
Month before) it was not proper to put my Scheme in Exe- 
cution ; fo, tearing the ſaid Paper (being I ſuppoſe of a dan- 
gerous and deſtructive Nature to /ome-body) might, by 
Chance, fall into 7proper Hands, he, Sir Charles, had 
_ Judged (very prudently no doubt, there being no mathema- 
tical Proof, that there was ſo much as a ſingle rough Draught 
of it in efſe) That it was Iikewife very proper to burn it: 


And that theſe were the Words of the Admiral to him, or 


Words carrying the like Meaning, and conveying ſuch Senſe, 
ſo as to be thus underſtood, on Mr. Collinſon's deſiring and 
requeſting the Return of the Paper in Queſtion, that Gen- 
tleman, without any Heſitation, frankly aſſured me of. This 
indeed ſtartled me, and I could not help Keeping my poor Paper 
in Countenance, for I was, on hearing it, immediately all in a 
Flame too, tho Reaſon and Patience, together with the Aid 
and Aſſiſtance of the moſt ſerious Reflection on my own 


Folly and Weakneſs, and too great Credulity and Depen- 


dence, firſt becalmed and cooled my Breaſt, and then at laſt 
extinguiſhed 


that followed upon it. 


„ 1 
extinguiſhed what had, by the four unexpected Admirals 
Negatives ariſen in it. 8 5 boh 


And thus ended my third Viſit to Mr. Collinſon, who had 
the good Nature however on my parting from him, and at 
my repeated Requeſt, ſtill to aſſure and promiſe me, that 
he would notwithſtanding of all that had paſſed, at 40 

in 


Opportunities, continue his Solicitations to the Admir 


my Favour; and certainly that was the leaſt Thing Mr. Col- 
linſon could undertake to do in my Behalf, fince he had been 
ſo lately convinced from Sir Charles's own Mouth of the 
Reality and great Importance of my Scheme for the publick 
Service of theſe Kingdoms. 5 


But tho' I frequently call'd at Mr. Collinſon's Houle after- 
wards, yet I had always the Mortification to miſs of him, 
which moved me at laſt, but not till full fix Months were 
expired, to write him a ſhort Letter the Beginning of laſt 
Auguſt; to which having no Anſwer, I ſent him a ſecond 
the laſt Day of the fame Month. To which, and to the great 
Uſe and Importance of the four hitherto #nanſwered Queries 
therein, I do in this publick and open Manner freely appeal 
to all Thoſe whom it may more immediately concern: And 
hope ſome one or other of the Friends will reply for him, 
ſince I am not likely to he favoured with any from himſelf, 
five Months and upwards having elapſed ſince its Delivery. 
And fo concluded this famous Conference, together with all 


John Morke. 


At 
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At laſt Sir, I return, and am indeed at a Loſs to know 
whether I ought to make any Apology to you for the unuſual 
Length of this ſecond Section, call'd, The Subjeft-matter of 
the ſaid Scheme canvaſſed thoroughly by the Admiral, &c. 
or, whether your natural Candour and Curiofity will not rather 
induce you to thank me for the Pleaſure you will readily 
obſerve I have taken to execute your Commands, tho' at- 
tended with a. good deal of 8 Trouble and Pains to 
myſelf: Becauſe of the many minute Circumſtances, of which 
I think I have miſſed none, that are in any Reſpect material, 
or that can give any further Light, into this moſt extra- 
ordinary and aſtoniſhing Tranſaction, 


And thus reſerving my own private Reflections upon this 
whole Affair, which you likewiſe ſo earneſtly and eagerly 
ſollicit me for, to the Conclufion of my Letter, I proceed to 

give you an accurate and examined Copy of the good Cap- 
tain's Letter of the 3 1ſt of laſt Auguſt to Mr. Peter Collin- 
ſon, the Gentleman ſo often mention'd towards the Cloſe of 
the laſt Section. A Letter ſo very ſtrong and nervous, and 
ſo very much becoming a Perſon of Captain Morke's Chara- 
cter, and the great Importance of the Subject treated of in it, 


that I flatter myſelf, your Pleaſure will increaſe with the Bulk |? 
of my Epiſtle. You have it, therefore, as follows, verbatim, 1 


the ſame being the Third Section, vis. 
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SECT. III. 


An authentic Copy of a Letter, dated the 3 1ſt of Auguſt hat, 
from the Captain to Mr. Peter Collinſon in Gracechurch- 
Street, London, (the Admiral s Friend, and the Perſon awho 

' firſ# introduced the Captain to Sir Charles) complaining, in- 
ter alia, of the Severity of the Uſage he had received, &c. 


IX, 
Was in great Hopes, on my Return to Town, to have 
found at Eſq; Minthrop's a few Lines from you in Anſwer 
to mine of the 6th Inſtant ; but a full Week having elapſed 
ſince my Return, I begin now to believe I ſhall have none; 
and yet I was weak enough to flatter myſelf, that my Letter 
was of ſuch Weight and Conſequence: (eſpecially to one of 
your good Senſe, and to ſo great, fo profeſt and ſo known 
a Friend to his King and to his Country, as all Perſons of 
Judgment who have the Pleaſure of being acquainted with 
Mr. Collinſon muſt readily allow him to be) as to have de- 
| ſerved ſome other Regard and Attention than that only of the 
molt profound Silence. 


But, Sir, ſince Things are fo, and fince it ſeems it is be- 
come jaſhionable to deſpiſe all Merit, if naked, and not other- 
wile ſupported, let one's Country's Intereſt be ever ſo much 

concern'd 


8 


. : 
concern'd and at Stake (which was apparently the Caſe when 
my Propoſal abſolutely to deſtroy or to compel the Surrender 
of the whole Spaniſh Fleet, and the French too, if that had 
been thought proper, had the Honour of being narrowly 
ſcrutiniz'd into, and examined by, your great Relation“ Sir 
Charles mager, and then by him approved of) I ſay, Sir, 
altho' I have not had the good Fortune to meet with the 
leaſt Encouragement, and, I might add without Falſhood, 
even hardly with good Manners, or at leaſt with common 
Civility, and that for the Reaſons alledged, I do not now 
expect any; yet, Sir, my ardent Withes, and the infinite 
Concern and Regard I have for the Welfare and Proſperity 
of this Proteſtant Kingdom, and of its Dependencies, are 
ſuch as have thus once more determined me, before I leave 
the Town, to apply to you, Sir (for a proper Acceſs to, or 
Audience of, Sir Charles, I have for ſome Months laſt paſt 
found altogether impracticable) and humbly to beg you will 
be ſo good, fo candid, and ſo impartial, as fairly to anſwer 
in writing the few following Queſtions which I take the more 
Liberty to propoſe to you, ſince, as you well know, I had 
that Confidence in your Honour and Integrity, as to entruſt 
you, by Sir Charles's Direction (for I frankly acknowledge, that 
by your Intereſt only I was introduced to him) with ſundry of 
the Particulars of my Scheme and of my Propoſal, vis. 


gUESTION I. 


Whether had not any (or all) of the Sea Ports or Cities the 
moſt wanted by this Kingdom, whether in America or in Europe, 


not- 


1 When this Letter was ſent, Captain Morte knew no better, but that Mr. 
Collinſon was a Blood Relation of the Admiral's. 


( 


notwithſtanding of their preſent Strength, in all human Ap- 
pearance (to ſpeak modeſtly, with an inconſiderable Loſs of 
Men, and Expence in Money, been long ſince in our Poſſeſ- 
ſion, and likewiſe the whole Spaniſh Fleet, taken or deſtroy- 
ed, had the above-mentioned Propoſals, or other plain, 1n- 
telligible and practicable Offers made by me, laid before the 
Honourable Sir Charles fager, the Beginning of January 
laſt, been accepted of and put in Execution? 


2UESTION IL 


Whether I demanded, by Virtue of ſuch my Scheme, Pro- 
x poſal, or other plain Offers, ſo made by me for the public 
4 Service, any Premium or Reward whatſoever, until the Ser- 
1 vices propoſed to be done, had been put in Execution, and 


1 had ſucceeded ? 
SUES FUN UL 


= Whether even now, in caſe a War ſhould happen to break 
EE. out with France, the ſaid Scheme is not ſtill very practicable ? 

And would it not yet, late as is, if vigorouſly purſued and 
14 put in Execution (which might effectually be done in leſs 
| than one ſingle Month from this Time) be able abſolutely to 
2 deſtroy or compel the Surrender of the whole French, as well 
| as Spanyſh Fleets, whether at Sea, or in Ports or Harbours, be 
J they ever ſo ſtrong ?  - 
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And laſtly, if what be above repreſented is true in Fact, 
(and that it is fo you know I can again demonſtrate) then 


whether if I, who am a Stranger to Great Britain by Birth, can, 
by any unprejudiced and thinking Perſon whatſoever, be in the 
leaſt accounted blame-worthy, I fay, if I do apply to ſuch 


other Maritime Power, which may, on thoroughly examin- 
and then approving, of the above-mentioned Scheme, 


ing, 
Propoſal, Se. readily, and with open Arms, embrace them, 


and put them with the like Diſpatch in Execution againſt 


Great Britain, or thoſe who have, after a continued Sollici- 


tation of Six Months and upwards, and in whoſe Power it 


had been, nay, and ſtill is, to exterminate ſor ever by Sea, 
all their own, as well as their Country's, open and avowed, 


as well as ſverer and concealed, but powerful, Enemies, be 


ſo accounted, by rejecting hh; 7 


Now, Sir, having freely disburthen'd my Mind, and fully 
cleared my Conſcience of and from all that hath paſt, as well 
as from all that may hereafter happen, let the Conſequence 
be what it will, you will, T doubt not, according to your 
known Juſtice, Humanity and Candour, if 1n my Abſence, 
either my Honour or Character ſhould, on account of any 
foreign Application by me, be attack'd, always fully vindi- 
cate the Conduct of him, who hath ſo long, ſo ſteadily, and 
ſo earneſtly attempted, tho' hitherto in vain, to ſerve the 
Crown, aſſert the Honour and Dignity, and wh the Risk of 


bis Life itſelf, offered to Purſue, promote, and, at laſt, to 


eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh the real Proſperity and Glory of Great Britain, and 
all its Dependencies at Home and Abroad, and who is and 
ſhall for ever remain, without Flattery or Affectation, 


Dear $I KR, 


Your moſt faithful and 


Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Auguſt 31. 1741. | 
f John Morke. 


Superſcribed thus, viz. 
To Mr. Peter Collinſon, 


in Gracechurch-Street, 
London. 


This, Sir, you will, I believe, readily allow is a moſt 
ſurpriſing Letter; and I add, that one of your diſtinguiſhing 
Genius and deep Penetration into the moſt occult and abſtruſe 
Springs and Cauſes of the intricate Actions of great Men and 


their Favourites or Emiſſaries, will make no Scruple to ac- 


knowledge, trat {to uſe Captain Morke's pithy Words in his 
Letter to his Friend Mr. Collinſon, as I do approve of his 
Sentiments on the Subject in Queſtion) ſuch an excellent 


Piece, as you have now before ye, © deſerved ſome other 


i Regard and Attention, than that only of the moſt profound 
« Silence.“ | 


Ea But, 


(44 

But, not to employ your Time with my criticizing or deſ- 
canting upon Affairs of ſo dark and obſcure a Nature, and 
that are therefore as much above my Reach and Capacity, as 
they are within your's, I come now regularly to, and preſent 
you with, the laſt Section, which is the Fourth, as promiſed 
you in the Beginning of my Letter. It is intitled, A Let- 
« ter from Captain Morke to the Right Honourable Sir 
« Charles Mager himſelf, and delivered ſo very lately, into 
« the Admiral's own Hands, as the 18th of November laſt.” 
I ſhall make no Remarks upon it, Sir, leaving that to your 
ſuperior Judgment and juſt Way of thinking and diſtinguiſh- 
ing, unleſs it be to aſſure you that it is ſubſcribed by Cap- 
tain Morke, as an authentic Tranſcript, and an examin'd Copy 
of the Original ſent to Sir Charles; and that ſuch its Authen- 
ticity will likewiſe be ſworn to very ſoon, by the ſaid Cap- 
tain, as I have already told you the three foregoing Sections 
alſo will; and then you may depend, ſince you inſiſt upon it, 
that you ſhall have, by the firſt Poſt, after the ſaid whole four 


Sections have been ſo {worn to, an examined Copy of it alſo. 


In the mean time I flatter myſelf, the following Section 
will, in a moſt particular Manner, give you a freſh Proof of 
the high Delight I am always ſenſible of, when J can furniſh 
ſo valuable a Friend, and ſo good a Correſpondent, with any 


thing worthy of your Attention, vis. 
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A Letter from the Captain to Sir Charles himſelf, dated the 
16th of November laſt, and deliver'd into the Admiral's 
own Hands the 18th, upon the Subject of the above-men- 
tion'd Conference, and 77 the Fuftice of, and his Reaſons 
for, publiſhing the whole Tranſactiom to the World, &c. 


. N 
"TTVEN Months and upwards having now elapſed, ſince 
the Time I had the Honour of the Conference with you, 
at the Admiralty Office, by your own ſpecial Appointment ; and 
having more than once or twice fince then apply'd to Mr. 
Collinſon, your Honour's Friend in Cracechurch-Street, as di- 
rected to do; and having likewiſe ſundry Times attended at 
the ſaid Office: Yet I have always been unfortunate enough, 
as neither to find Acceſs to your Honour, nor to receive any 
Anſwer from that Gentleman, but what was altogether in- 
conſiſtent with thoſe favourable Promiſes your Honour was 


kindly pleaſed to make me, at the Breaking up of the ſaid 


Conference. 


And that theſe were twofold, your Honour will un- 
doubtedly well remember, when I take the Liberty to re- 
mind you, that upon your Honour's great Indulgence to me 
in 
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in going quite thro', and narrowly examining into every the 
moſt minute Circumſtance of the Scheme or Propoſal, I had 
the Honour at the ſaid Conference to lay before you in Writ. 
ing, for abſolutely deſtroying or compelling the Surrender 
of any Fleet or Number of Enemies Ships whatſoever, whe- 
ther at Sea or in Port, be it ever ſo ſtrong, c. I ſay, at 
the Breaking up of the ſaid Conference, you was graciouſly 
pleaſed to declare to me, you was ſo well ſatisfied with the 
Truth and Veracity of my Scheme for the above-mentioned 
Purpoſes, and ſo fully convinced that the ſame was very 
racticable and eaſy to be put in Execution, (or Words to 
that Effect and Purpoſe) that you would forthwith take an 
Opportunity, according to my earneſt Requeſt, to ſignify | 
your entire Approbation of it, to the Right Honourable Sir | 
Robert Walpole, by whoſe Direction it was laid before you, 
the ſame not being immediately 1n his Honour's Province : 
And then in the mean Time, and until I ſhould be better 
provided for, your Honour likewiſe faithfully and kindly 
omiſed, that you would, in a very little Time, interceed 
wich his Grace the Duke of Montagu, for ſomething for me 
in the Ordnance, relating to the Defence of ſundry Ports in 
New England, and other Parts in North America, that lie to 
this Day very much expos'd, as your Honour likewile readily | 
and frankly allowed to be true. 35 „„ 


Theſe, Sir, were the obliging Aſſurances you gave me of 
your Favour and Countenance, on my retiring from your 
Preſence immediately after the Cloſe of the Conference had 1 
with your Honour on the Truth and Validity of my Scheme F 
ſo laid before you, as above-mentiond, on Sunday the 11th 

Day 
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Day of laſt January: But I am indeed under the moſt in- 
finite Concern to find myſelf obliged to declare, that the 
Performance of them, or either of them, is yet to come. 


However, Sir, after ſeven Months ſubmiſſive Patience I 
apply'd once more to your Honour's Friend Mr. Collinſon by 
Letter dated the 31ſt of Auguſt laſt, to the Contents of 
which I freely refer: And as he did me the Favour firſt to 
introduce me to your Honour, and that I had your Orders to 
attend him, that I might, thro' that Channel, be imform'd with 
Diſpatch of your Pleaſure or Commands, ſo I humbly pre- 


P | 
ſum'd, from the great Truſt and Confidence I obſerv'd your 


Honour had repos'd in that worthy Perſon, that I might at 
leaſt have been favour'd, if not with a proper, yet at leaſt 
with a civil or general Reply to 1t: But herein, Sir, I 
likewiſe had the bad Fortune to be miſtaken : For hitherto 
I have not been honoured with any, either verbal or written: 


And I believe it will be allow'd, that a moſt profound 


Silence following a Letter of great Conſequence, ſor almoſt 
three Months together, would tempt a Man, endowed with 
leſs Candour than myſelf, to give over all Hopes of any Re- 


turn to it at all. 


For theſe Reaſons, Sir, and being likewiſe fully convinced 
in my own Conſcience, as well from the Converſation I had 
the Honour to have with you, upon the Affair in Queſtion, 
as from the Nature and Certainty of the Facts therein laid 


down, and fairly allowed and ſully approved of by a Perſon- 


age of your Honour's known and conſumate Judgement and 


Experience in all Naval Affairs; I ſay, Sir, being well ſatiſ 
| | — I'd 
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fy d, not only on Account of the juſt mentioned Allegations, 
but alſo from my own Knowledge of the Facts ſtated, that 
every one of the Particulars of my Scheme ſo opened and 
laid before you as aforeſaid, are ſelf-evident, I have, after the 
moſt mature Deliberation and ſerious Reflection had within 
my own Breaſt, upon this important Affair, fully determin'd 
and abſolutely ret to publiſh- this my Caſe, as adver- 
tiſed in the Daily Poſt of the 4th Inſtant : And this I pur- 
poſe to do, Sir, (having however firſt conſulted with my 
Friends) as well in Juſtification of your Honour's Conduct in 
this whole Affair, as in common Juſtice to myſelf: Who am, 
with great Truth and Reſpect, 
Sa 8, 
| Your Honour moſt 
 Well-Bonk-Street, near Faithful and moſt 
Oxford Chapel, Nov. 
"4 : 74 uk OY Obedient humble Servant, 


= John Morke. 
Superſcrib'd thus, vi. 


Io the Right Honourable 
Hir Charles Wager. 


So much then, Sir, for Captain Morke's Letter to the Ad- 
miral ; which I believe you will allow to be ſo full of good 
Nature and Politeneſs, conſidering the Severity of the Uſage 
he has receiy'd, in Return for fo many important Diſcoveries 
m — made 
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made by him, for the Service of this N ation, as Sir Charles 
himſelf ſo often and ſo frequently acknowledged to the Cap- 
tain, that the like is not to be matched in any Hiſtory what- 
ſoever, whether ancient or modern; and all this from a pro- 
ſeſs'd Tar, which renders it ſtill more remarkable. | 


And to finiſh the Captain's Affair abſolutely with the Ad- 
miniſtration, ſo far as he has been able to carry it on, by ſol- 
liciting the Acceptance of his Scheme, for theſe twelve Months 
laſt paſt and upwards, tho' in vain, and to crown the Work, 
as he calls it, I do now, in the laſt, and I hope the proper 
Place, preſent you with an authentic and examin'd Copy, of 
his Aſidavit, as to the Truth and Veracity of the four fore- 
going Sections, which I received from Captain Morke's own 
Hands this Morning unexpectedly, having likewiſe, as alrea- 

dy hinted, been preſent when he made Oath thereof which, 

if I miſtake not, will be an additional Pleaſure to you, from 

the Satisfaction it will adminiſter, on the careful Peruſal of 

a Record of ſo much Weight in, and of ſuch vaſt Conſequence 
to, this whole Affair, vis. 
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The Ap PIDAVIx taken before the Right Honourable Sir 
ROBERT GODSCcHALL, Lord Mayor of the City of London, 
by Captain 7% % Morte, on the 3oth Day of January, 


f 


 WFOHN MORKE ( Birth a Dane) late of Boſton in 
New-England, but ow of London, Mariner, maketh 
Oath, and ſayetb, That the Firſt, Third aud Fourth Sections, 
in the Fifth Page of the Contents of a Book, or Treatiſe, in 
Oarto, now in the Preſs, printed at London for the Author, 
and fold by the Book and Pamphkt-Sellers of London and 
Weſtminſter, Price Tu Shillings and Six Pence, intitled, 
* Muminatio Britanniæ: Or, A Trae and Faithful Narrative 
of what paſſed at a Conference held at the Admiralty-Office, 
Whitehall, % Sunday the 11th Day of January, 1940-1, 
between the Right Honourable Sir Charles Wager and hin 
this Deponent, &c.' are literally true, barring ſome few in- 
material Miſtakes in the Tranſcriber, or, of the Preſs : And 
this Deponent farther ſaith, That the ſecond Section in the ſaid 
Fifth Page of the Book or Treatiſe aforeſaid, there call d, The 
* ſubjeft Matter of the ſaid Scheme canvaſs'd thoroughly by the 
* Admiral, debated hinc inde by both, and then fully approved 
* of, and allowed to be very prafticable, by Sir Charles, &c." 
7s likewiſe true, but not literally ſo; only however and becauſe 
the faid ſubject Matter, being of ſuch Length, could not be li- 
terally retained in the Memory of this Deponent But this 
 Deponent 
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Deponent ſaith, That the ſaid ſubject Matter, fo carvaſs'd at 
the ſaid Conference, and all that paſs'd in it with the [aid Sir 
Charles, as well as all that followed atter it, both with the 
ſaid Sir Charles and Mr. Peter Collinſon, in the ſaid ſecond 
Sefton ſundry Times mentioned, ts either literally true, or i, 
what ſo paſs'd, and was tranſacted, in the lite Words, or 
Words bearing the like Meaning, Purport and Effect. And 
this Deponent laſtly faith, That all the ſaid four Sefttons, 
and what 1s contained in them, in the ſaid Work or Treatiſe 
itſelf, are not only literally true, or, as in the Terms above= 
mentioned, but likeawiſe, that they are all Four ſubſcribed awith 
the uſual Hand Writing of this Deponent. 


Sworn the zoth Day of January, John Morke. 
1741, at Turners Hall, in | 71 
London, beſore me, | 
; ; ROBERT GODSCHALL, Mayor. 


Having, Sir, now, at laſt, had it in my Power to lay be- 
fore you Captain Morke's Affidavit, by the ſame Poſt that 
brings you the reſt of his Papers, which I did not imagine 
ſhould, till about two Days fince ; and having thus perfected 
at once, what I propoſed to do at twice, which you will rea- 
dily obſerve I intended, by ſome foregoing Parts of my Let- 
ter, I come now regularly towards the Concluſion of it, and 
ſhall, at your Deſire, fulfil my Promiſe to you, by finiſhing It 
with a few conciſe, and, I hope natural, Reflections reſult- 3 
ing from this whole Affair; chuſing rather to expoſe my yu 
judgment to your candid Cenſure, than to have the Anxiet 
within my Breaſt, of being conſcious to myſelf, that I haye, 
- once 
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once in my Life, diſobeyed your Commands, tho' perhaps, 
by my now Compliance with them, at the Expence of my 
own Character. . 


You well know, Sir, I am no Stranger to your Principles in 
Politicks, which are of the Revolution Kind; nor that you have 
been candid enough, often and frankly to allow, even ſo long 
ſince as the latter End of the firſt Reign after that Ara, that 
thoſe glorious and uſeful Ends propoled and promiſed by thoſe 
who introduced it, were not then at leaſt, in any tolerable De- 
gree, conſiſtent with the Liberty and Freedom of the Conſti- 
tution, tho ſo ſolemnly engaged for and ſtipulated, obtain'd 
by it: And no-body elſe will, I believe, heſitate to ſay now, 
that thoſe ſalutary Ends, to ſpeak modeſtly, are yet to come; 
but by what Means, and WHEN, we are to be thus bleſſed 
with the Enjoyment of them, is, indeed, the grand Queſtion. 


True it is, that towards the latter End of Queen Aun's fight- 
ing Reign, a moſt fair and glorious Proſpect of having every 
thing we wanted, and much more than any one expected, 
luckily appeared and ſhewed itſelf; which was, however, 
to the great Grief and Aſtoniſhment of every true Patriot 
and wiſe Politician, z. e. every honeſt Briton capable of re- 
flecting with Judgment, REJECTED. To this, Sir, me- 
thinks I hear you ſay, and that was the Treaty of Gertruy= 
denberg: Right, my dear old Revolution Whig Friend, and 
ſo it was; and I will venture to add, that, had that Treaty 
been accepted of, the Impeachments that ſoon followed the 
famous Treaty of Utrecht, and the Rebellion at Preſton, had 


never happened; ſince neither the laſt mentioned Treaty, nor 
N the 


(53) 
the laſt Rebellion J hope we ſhall ever ſee in theſe Kingdoms, 
had ever exiſted : For too plain it 1s, that had the Treaty of 
Gertruydenberg, ſo offered by the then French Miniſtry, been 
accepted of by the then Exgliſb one, it had not been at this, 
nor at any time of Day, fince that moſt remarkable Period, a 
Queſtion (and I fear it is none now) whether Great Britain 
or France had the ſole Poſſeſſion of the Balance of Power and 
of Trade in Europe. But why that glorious Treaty, in effect, 
a CARTE BLANCHE offered by France to the then Miniſtry 
of Great Britain, was rejected, is yet a Miſtery in accluſo, 


to too many, tho' none to you, Sir: And to keep this juſt 
Reflection in Countenance, if you remember, yourſelf and 


others of your good Senſe and Stamp in Politicks, have been 
often ſanguine enough to declare, that it was hard to det er- 


mine, whether thoſe who propoſed this Treaty in Bebalf of 


Lewis XIV. or they who rejected an Offer ſo beneficial to 
their Country, and ſo honourable to their Royal Miſtreſs, de- 
ſerved worſe, at the Hands of their reſpective Principals. 


Indeed, had the Utrecht Treaty that followed it in about three 
Years, been religiouſly obſerv'd by the Court of Verſazlles, 
Things had been at this Time, very probably, in a more fa- 
vourable Situation with us: But a known „des punica going 
on and wink'd at, for the Space of twenty long Years and 
upwards, inſtead of compulſive Means ufed to render 
that Treaty, ſuch as it was, a literal bona de one, hath been 
the chief Cauſe and Foundation, both of our Loſs of Power 
and of Trade, in the Opinion of many able Men, found Poli- 
ticans, and Wellwiſhers to their Country. 


; / 
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- But now all thoſe great Advantages are paſt and gone, ſay 
you: They have been, indeed, within our Reach, but wwe have 
calmly and unconeernedly ſuffered them to ſlip by us Me muſt, 
therefore, look forward ; and if fo, what muſt be done now at 
Taft ? I all, continue you, we have both loſt the Ballance 
of Trade and of Power in Europe: France hath outwitted us in 
both, and we are thus become the ſtanding Jobe of all Nations ; 
2ve owe more Millions now, than we did Plumbs (and, you well 
know, there be thoſe, who do not bluſh even to aſſert, than ve 
did ſingle , r ) ſome Fifty and odd Years ago; and, which 
7s worſt of all, add you, (for I know your Sentiments upon 
this Subject full well) the dear-bought Proteſtant Intercſt, the 

Dread of loſing, and the Charge in attempting to ſupport which, 
lade coſt us ſo much Blood and Treaſure, is at a lower Ebb, 
and makes a more contemptible Figure now in Chriſtendom, than 
it hath done perhaps at any Time, fince its firſs Eftabliſhment, 
and a whole Cloud of other Calamities I could name, that fill 
ſahhſiſt, and daily increaſe ; but they are now ſo well known, 
that I wave at this Time any other Complaint, and ſhall only 
add but one ſingle Queſtion of ten Words more, and then no 
more, viz. Is there any radical Cure leſi for us at laſt? 


I anſwer, my dear Sir, at once in the Affirmative, and ſay 
Yes: And this brings me naturally to the effectual Remedy 
I purpole to propole ; and, therefore, in courſe, to Captain 
1Morke's Propoſal, as laid before Sir Charles Wager, at the 
Conference held with that Admiral on the 11th of January, 
1740-41, which I ſhall take the Liberty, in few Words, to 
ſet before you in a moſt true Light, and yet ſuch as I am 

well 
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well ſatisfied, notwithſtanding the Ls Depth of your Pe- 
netration, and the remakable Profundity of your judgment, 
you can hardly expect from me, unleſs you were ſure I had 
Demonſtration, or mathematical Truth, for my Guide : And 


if you thus think you will find and TY convinced before my 
Letter is finiſhed that you do not err. 


You, SY all the Three Kingdoms With you, wh be- 
lieve, allow now at laſt, that we are here in the very Foe of a 
Change 1 in the Adininiftiation;: do not ſay total, altho there 
1s, as it's thought, no Screen 15 our Premier: And, indeed, 
there ſeems no Poſſibility for the preſent Miniſtry to hold 
the Reins of Government any longer, at leaſt intire : So that, 
on the bare hearing, that an Oppoſition continued and carried on 
with unheard of Steadineſs, added to the greateſt Skill and 
Addreſs for almoſt Twenty Years together, and yet always 
baffled (the Exciſe Scheme only excepted) ſhould at laſt fo 
unexpectedly ſucceed ; one would, I ſay, thus reflecting, be 
almoſt tempted to conchitte; that the Thing itſelf had been 
predetermined by the Omnipotent, to the utmoſt Surprize 
and Aſtoniſhment of every Body within Doors as well as 
without; ſince all this happened without any previous Cauſe 
thewn, and without any: incommon Noiſe or Eclat. 


Something, therefore, extraordinary we muſt naturally ima- 
ine will infallibly follow, and at the very Heels too, of an 


Event ſo ſuddenly to happen, and ſo big with expected Won- 
ders: But what that muſt, or will be, is, indeed, in this 


grand Criſis of Europe the great Point in debate. 
A 


C 


A Change, therefore, of a Premier alone, or even a total one 
of the whole Miniſtry, is, alas! no radical Cure for our chronic 
Diſtemper; nay, it cannot be properly, much leſs truly, 
called a palliative one, tho a ſoporifick perhaps it may; but 
even that, I hope not with Truth. An Alteration then in our 
Meaſures; in our Meaſures, I fay, is expected by you, and by 
me, Sir, and by all Well-wiſhers to their Country. Very 
well, for it is moſt true; but, hie Labor, hoc Opus; for, 
without Meaſures are changed as well as Men and Hands, all 
is at Stake (till. But who 1s there then, Sir, that will, dare, or 
can point out, with any tolerable Proſpect of Succeſs, the 
real Meaſures that may, and, indeed, at laſt muſt be, taken 
and purſued with ſuch Vigour and Diſpatch, ſo as not only to 
fave a/inking State, as many call it, but alſo to raiſe and render 
it the Miſtreſe, and therefore the Darling and Delight, of all 
the neighbouring Nations? Ecce Homo, I will not preſume to ſay, 
but Ecce Via, how to wreſt and recover the Ballance of Power 
and of Trade in Europe out of the Hands of France, and then 
torivet both for ever into thoſe of Great Britain alone, III 
venture to lay down before you, Sir, and then will undertake 
to make it appear, that the Modus operand: in this Cale, great 
as it is, is as fully, and as certainly ſelf-evident, as any one 
ſingle Propoſition in all Euclid's Elements: And as what I'm 
going immediately to advance upon this Subject, ſhall be 
both ſhort and clear, ſo I beg you, Sir, who are ſo great a 
Proficient in all naval Affairs whatſoever, and ſo remarkably 
expert, and thoſe who are well acquainted with the Hiſtory 
of your Actions, will readily add, and ſo wonderfully ſuc- 
ceſsſul in Expeditions of all Kinds by Sea, will, with Patience 
and 
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and Attention liſten, read and reflect; and then, Sir, I ſhall, with 
Pleaſure, ſubmit to your Sentence : You yourſelf, therefdes „Sir, 
and the Public with you, (ſo plain and clear ſhall my Tale 
be, tho of ſuch vaſt Importance to the State) are, 20 ſor 
ever ſhall be, my Judges: And in cafe of ol from 


the Higher Powers, then my Advocates. 


You will then readily take it for granted, that the grand 
Topic at preſent upon the Carpet, by the oreat ones here, 1 18, 
what Meaſures are to be inſtantly reſolved upon and vigo- 
routly purſued, ſo as to carry on the War ſucceſsfully againſt 
Spain, but .to declare War againſt France at the ſame Time 
is yet kept in Petro, in ſpite of an open and deſigned Breach 


of the Neutrality by that Crown ; and the beſt Heads ſeem 


to favour that, which You and I, 4 Britons, and therefore as 
Iſlanders, have always abhorred; I mean a Land ii ar / But 
I hope, when former Precodents oi the abortive Attempts 


and fruitleſs Effects of all Land Mar abroad, ſince the Revo- 


lution, tho' carry'd on at an immenſe Expenſe of Blood and 


Treaſure, for Years together, in Con junction and Conſederacy 
with dna all the Powers 1n Europe; ; and all this to humble 
France alone, firſt, and then againſt France and Spain ; I lay 


it is to be with” d, when our K as come ſeriouſſy and 


maturely to * 5 on this Matter, they will alter their nov 
intended Meaſures, and think on, takes and purſue a hearty 
Sea War, ſo natural to an Iſland, and of ſuch vaſt Benefit 
and Conſequence to ours in particular; ſince all Europe muſt 
acknowledge, that ſhe 1s, even at this very Inſtant of Time, 
the moſt powerful 1n, * ready prepared with, the moſt 
numerous and beſt appointed Navy in the hole Univerſe, 


and 
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and therefore the moſt proper to put the yew Menſares, in- 
ſtantly to be laid before you, in Execution. 


Theſe Reflections, Sir, will, I know, be ſo obvious to 
you, as an old Commander, and according to your conſtant 
Cuſtom formerly when ſuch, an Gor in Perſon (your favou- 
rite Maxim having always been, that Example 1s preferable 
either to Precepts or Orders) that you'll readily obſerve my 
Point de due, viz. That I purpoſe fairly to introduce, and 
warmly, and with unanſwerable Reaſons to recommend Cap- 
tain Morke's Scheme, ſo as to be accepted of, and forthwith 
to be put in Execution, by the ew Adminiſtration, ſoon to 
be appointed, tho rejected, for a Time only, by the late; and 
indeed you judg'd right, and you'll think I do ſo too, from 


what is immediately to follow. 


The whole Streſs then of Captain Morke's Scheme depends 
and ſolely hinges upon this ſingle Propoſition, viz. Whether 
it be true? And that this is no Suppoſition, but an abſolute 
irreſiſtable Truth, and a Matter of real Fact, I will attempt 
to demonſtrate, tho' before one of your great Nicety and Deli- 
cacy in diſtinguiſhing, and judging critically, of Things of this 
kind particularly; ſo far at leaſt as preſumtive Evidence is 
capable of conveying Conviction to the Mind of a Perſon, un- 
tainted with Prejudice, and free from all manner of Prepoſ- 


ſeſſion. 


Plain it is, if Captain Morke's Affidavit may be credited, 
that Sir Charles Mager hath approved of all the Diſcoveries 
made to him by the Captain, founded upon his Scheme; 
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and what renders this the more credible is, that had his Aſ- 
ſertion in that Reſpect been falſe, the Admiral, who is a 
Perſon of diſtinguiſh'd Honour and Veracity (ſo far at leaſt as 


15 as yet publickly known) had certainly, in Defence of both, 


long ſince inſerted a Counter-Advertiſement to the three put 
into the Daily Poſt, by the Captain, the firſt of the 4th of 
November laſt, and two more ſince then; all three plainly, 
fully and expreſly affirming the Facts, as ſtated in the Confer- 
ence held between Sir Charles and himſelf: And add to this, 
his Letter to the Admiral of the 16th of the ſame Month, 
herewith alſo ſent you, confirming the above, to which there 
is as yet no Anſwer, unleſs the moſt profound Silence on the 


Admiral's Part, may, by the Pablick, be taken for one from 


him. The old Proverb, and you know Proverbs are gene- 
rally founded upon Truth, of Qui let conſentire videtur, be— 
ing, very probably, the vox Populi, for ſo ſilent an Anſwer. 
From all which ſtrong Circumſtances concurring in Favour of 
the Truth and Veracity of the Scheme in Queſtion, it may be 
fairly, I think, concluded, that all the Facts, as ſtated in the 


Conference, are inconteſtibly true. 


And what may be further inſiſted on in Favour thereof, is 


his Letter to Mr. Collinſon, which, tho' of the utmoſt Conſe- 


quence, the Facts alledged being put ſo very home to him, 
and which, no doubt, was immediately communicated to the 
Admira (and poſſibly both Letters to the Miniſter had yet 

the ſame Fate with that of the Admiral's, the ſame being 
likewiſe unanſwered to this Day, as both will very probably 


now remain fo, zſque ad calendas græcas, ſince the PUBLI- 
H 2 CATION 
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CATION of the Whole is already, and hath for ſome confi- 
derable Time, been abſolutely fix'd upon and determin'd. 


But what I fatter myſelf, will put every Suppoſition that 
may ſo much as be ſuggeſted, ſo as to impeach the Veracity 
of the Scheme, quite out of all manner of Doubt, will be the 
following Conſideration, 2/2, As it muſt be allowed, accord- 
ing to the Captain's Afidavit, that by the Truth of the Con- 
tents of the three laſt Sections therein ſworn to, it plainly 
appears, that the Particulars of this grand Secret were fully 
and at large communicated to and approved of by Sir Charles, 
and that ſundry of them were likewiſe communicated to Mr. 
Collinſon, by Sir Charles's Approbation and Commands, and 
that Sir Charles had frankly acknowledged to his Friend Mr. 
Collinſon, that Captain Morke had fully and fairly made out 
his ſaid Scheme or Propoſal, to him, as the ſaid Collinſon had 
likewiſe to ſundry other Perſons of Note and Character, be- 
ſides Captain Morke ; ſo it muſt, according to the clear and 

lain Evidence of ſo many concurring Circumſtances and Wit- 
neſſes, be allowed and acknowledged, that the Facts as ſtated, 
are moſt certainly true, more eſpecially, when it is further 
conſidered, that Mr. Collinſon, ſoon aiter he had attended Sir 
Charles, to know from his Hononr's own Mouth, both the 
Veracity, as well as the Solidity, of Captain Morke's Scheme, 
as ſet forth at large in the Conference, did acknowledge to 
ſundry Perſons of Note and Diſtinction (as Juſt above hinted) 
and particularly to ſome of the Fellows of the Royal Soctety 
(of which he has the Honour to be a Member himſelf ) that 
his Patron Sir Charles flager had aſſured him, that Captain 
Torn Morde, at the Conference held with him at the Aumi- 
— _ ralty 
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ralty Office on the 11th Day of January, 1740-1, had 
opened his whole Scheme, and had given him full Satisfaction 
and Content, with Relation to the Particulars thereof, and 
that he, Sir Charles, had further declared to him, that the 
ſaid Scheme was very practicable, and eaſy to be put in Ex- 
ecution, and that it would anſwer all the Ends propoſed by 
it, in the Propoſal or Scheme laid before him by Captain 
Morke (meaning the firſt Section herewith ſent you) and that 
the only Objection he had to it was, that the Event of Lord 
Cathcart and Sir Chaloner Ogle's Expedition to the Meſt- In- 
dies, muſt be known firſt, before the Captain's Scheme could 
be accepted of and put in Execution, or Words to that or the 
like Effect, were openly and frankly declared by Mr. Collinſon 


as aforeſaid, and from the Admirals own Mouth. 


Upon the Whole therefore I will venture to aſſert, that if 
any one was to be try'd by a Jury, for a Fact ſaid to be 
committed, where the Law allows and admits of circumſtan- 
tial and prefumtive Evidence, that ſuch Perſon would actually 
be found guilty, even if no other Circumſtances could be 
found or brought in againſt him, than only ſuch, or the like, 
as I have here produced in Favour of the Truth and Vera- 
city of Captain Morke's Scheme. And thus, Sir Charles /Yaper 
being privy to, and having approved of, the whole Scheme, 

Mr. Collinſon to ſundry Particulars of it, and Captain Morke's 
traſty and faithful Friend, who had the Honour of preſent. 
ing the ſaid Scheme or Propoſal firſt of all to the Prime Mi- 
niſter, on the 26th Day of December laſt was Twelvemonths, 
as mentioned in the ſecond Paragraph in the Beginning of 
my Letter, being likewiſe privy to the Whole, as the Gen- 


tleman 
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tleman himſelf, who is my own intimate Friend and Ac- 
quaintance, as well as the Captain's, hath more than once de- 
clared and acknowledged when the Captain was by, who 
frankly allowed it was true; Iſay, Sir, theſe additional Cir- 
cumſtances do, in my humble Opinion, ſtrongly corroborate, 
and, as I believe, you will readily allow yourſelf, clearly 
appear in the true Light of ſo many collateral Evidences in 
Support of all the Facts herein before alledged, and at large 
ſet forth. | 5 


However, leſt you ſhould hit upon the laſt, and, indeed, 
the only remaining Objection, to the Truth of what I have 
been labouring to prove, I have, Sir, determined to ſtate it 
fairly, and to anſwer it fully, and therefore to your entire 
Satisfaction and Content, as well as to that of thoſe, who may 
hereafter think it worth their while to peruſe both this my 
Letter to you, and the four Sections and Afidavit, which I 
purpole to publiſh along with it. 


This laſt and only Objection then that remains ſtill to be 
made to Captain Morke's Scheme, is, in Effect, no more than 
a Suppoſitiop, and that I hope and believe a falſe one too, 
ix. — 


O.BFECTION. 


As a falſe Suppoſition is, and neceſſarily muſt, in many 
Caſes, be made, and particularly in this now before you, in 
order to come at, attain, and clearly ſee into, and be con- 


vinced of the Truth of a diſputed Fact, ſo I will then here, 


for 


. 
* 
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for Once ſuppoſe, that Sir Charles Wager himſelf ſhall ab 
lutely, peremptorily, and in ſo many Words, deny that he 


ever did, either at the Conference, or at any other Time, di- 
rectly or indirectly give his Approbation to Captain Morke's 


Propoſal or Scheme for deſtroying or compelling the Surrender of 


any Fleet or Number of Enemies Ships, &c. as ſet forth at 


large in the 2d Section, called, The Subject Matter of the 
ſaid Scheme canvaſs d thoroughly by the Admiral, &c. Sup- 


poling alſo further, that Sir Char/es's Friend, Mr. Collinſon, 
thould likewiſe take it into his Head to deny that his Patron 
ever did aſſure him, that he had given Captain Morke his 
Approbation thereof, as ſet ſorth at large in the faid ſecond 


Section; and laſtly, that he never had afirmed to any of the 
Members of the Royal Society, or to any other Perſon who- 


ſoever, that Sir Charles had given the Captain ſuch his Ap- 
probation as aforeſaid, &c. 9 


ANI WF E Ke 


Now, Sir, taking it for granted, that both Sir Charles and 


Mr. Collinſon ſhould be ſo devoid of all Honour and Integrity 


(and yet I cannot think either of them will, and more par- 
ticularly the Admiral) as abſolutely to deny the Facts ſo 
largely, and with the molt minute Circumſtances, ſet forth 
and illuſtrated in the Account Captain Morke hath given in 


the ſecond gection, both at and after the Conference ; the Truth 


of which is as well ſubſcribed, as publickly ſworn to, by him; 


1 fay, on ſuch a Suppolition, that the Whole ſhould be thus 


peremptorily denied by both, what then would this all avail 
towards invalidating, or, in the leaſt, derogating from the 
Reality 


. 
Reality, and tbe literal Truth and Veracity of the Captain's 
He bent e My fair Anſwer is, nothing at all; ſince ſuch ab. 
ſolute and ſuppoſed Denial, cannot now, nor ever can, in na- 
turn rerum, alter a ſingle Jot of the alledged Facts, or of any 
one ſingle Circumſtance produced concerning, or in Support 
of, them. And my Reaſon for this ſtrong Aſſertion is as fol- 
lows, and to you, Sir, and to any impartial and unprejudiced 
Reader hereafter, I do, in this publick Manner, appeal for 
the Truth of this my frank and moſt open Declaration, 
VIS. 


I am then, in Order, as I promiſed, fully to anſwer the 
above- ſtated Objection, abſolutely to ſuppoſe, that both Sir 
Charles and Mr. Colliuſon will, when Matters are ripe enough 
to come to the Teſt, flatly, and at once, deny all the Facts 
alledged as Truths in the ſecond Section, call'd, The Subjef7 
Matter of the ſaid Scheme canvaſs d thoroughly, &c. together 
with all that followed upon the Conference, 1o ſubſcribed and 

ſworn to by Captain Morke as aforeſaid: I fay, Sir, on a Sup- 
poſition, that the Whole ſhould be thus flatly denied by both 
Parties, z. e. That Sir Charles ſhould think fit to declare, 

that he never had given his Approbation to Captain Morke 
of his ſaid Scheme, or that he had ever ſo declared to Mr. Col. 
inſon, or to any other Perſon ; and further, that Mr. Collin— 
ſon ſhould likewiſe firm in the Negative, that his faid Pa- 
tron had ever told him that he had; I ſay, what would all 
that avail? uſt nothing at all, Sir, unleſs it be, that ſuch 
Denial as aforeſaid would render the Facts alledged yet 
much ſtronger, and abundantly more credible, than they were 


before: Becauſe, on a further Suppoſition (which is not at 
all 


— — 
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all imaginary, nor unreaſonable, if the Caſe ſhould at laſt | 


turn out according to the Objection made) that a parkamen- 
tory Enquiry ſhould be made into ſuch Part of thoſe Facts 
ſtated in the Conference, as might regularly come under the 
Cognizance of one or both Houſes; and that Captain Morke 
ſhould be called upon, jr/7, to give his Evidence ſo far as the 
ſame may relate to the Truth of ſuch of his Allegations, 1n 
the Account he hath given the Publick, in the four Sections 


herewith ſent you, as one or both of thoſe /Iuſtrions Aſſem- 


blies ſhould think proper to pitch upon to him; and hen, that, 
on his being ſo call'd upon, he ſhould, in ſuch publick Man- 
ner, acknowledge, and, viva voce, at the Bar of both Houſes 
aſſert the litteral Truth and Veracity of the whole four Sections, 


now to be publiſhed. And, /aftly, as a further Proof 
of his Aﬀertion to both Houſes, that he ſhould fairly and 


frankly offer to ſubmit himſelf to be examined by ſuch Per- 
ſons, as either the King himſelf, or one or both of the Houſes 
of Parliament ſhould think fit to appoint or depute for that 
Purpole ; and that then he ſhould, as he moſt certainly would, 
in plain and intelligible Terms, reveal to Them this his grand 
Secret, and to make all ſuch further and other Diſcoveries to 
Them, as well as he hath already done to the Admiral, as in 
the ſecond Section ſet forth by him at large: I fay, Sir, if 
this my Suppoſition ſhould at laſt happen to be the Caſe, 


and in Caſe of a War with France it moſt certainly will) and 


that thoſe Perſons ſo to be appointed and deputed as afore- 
ſaid, ſhould make a full, firm and plain Report to their 
Maſters who employed them, that Captain Morke hath fully 
made out, and fairly diſcovered to them, the Truth and Ve— 
racity of his Scheme, &. and all the Facts founded thereon, 

I as 
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as plainly, clearly, and to the full, and in all Reſpects as h 

hath already repreſented and ſet them forth to be, in the 
Conference held with Sir Charles lager on the 11th of Ja- 
nu any, 1740-1. I ſay, if all theſe Things ſhould be really 
ſo (and that they really will turn out and prove to be ſo, { 
do verily, and, in my Conſcience, believe) what will your- 


{elf and the Publick then think and ſay ? 


Now, Sir, if all that! have alledged in this laſt Paragraph 


ſhould happen to be the Caſe at laſt, and it is highly pro- 


bable that it will, on your Suppoſition of the Denial; will 
it then be any Queſtion, when I ſay, here is now your grand 

and laſt Objection? And 1s it really and truly vaniſhed or 
not? But as all this is fo very plain and apparent, and even 
ſelf-evident, I ſhall leave the further Diſcuſſion, both 
of the Objetion as I have ſtated it for you, and of my An- 


ſeder to it, to your own impartial Judgment and unprejudiced 


Enquiry after Truth, hoping in the mean Time I have given 

you all the Satisfaction that you can in Reaſon and Conſci- 

ence expect, in an Affair of ſo much real Uſe, and of ſuch 

raſt Importance, to the publick Weal, and of laſting Happi- 
els to theſe Kingdoms. 


I come nov, Sir, to the Concluſion of my long Letter, 
whica I had begun above two Months fince, and carried on 


as faſt as Captain Morke's Papers came to my Hands; for 


ſome of which I was obliged to wait, at certain Times, for 
ten or fourteen Days together. And at laſt having thus laid 
before you this whole Affair entire, and all the different and 
molt minute Circumſtances that have attended it, I proceed, 
in 
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in Obedience to your Commands, as I promiſed, and before 


1 conclude, to make a few ſhort, but natural, Reflections 
upon the Whole; and to return to our yew Meaſures Now. 


If, as it is here generally allowed, we are in the very Eve 
of a Change in the preſent Adminiſtration, which hath been 
at the Helm of Government in Spite of a moſt obſtinate and 
{ſteady Oppoſition for almoſt twenty Years laſt paſt, fo it is 
likewiſe generally believed, that our Premier will lead up the 
Dance, and reſign all his Employments, the firſt of them 
all: Having, as J am well informed, this very Evening, de- 
clared, on his leaving the Houſe ſtill fitting (immediately 
after the unexpected Defeat, ſuſtained by the Court Party, 
in the Diviſion on the Chip ham Election that he now found 
« He could ſtem the Torrent no longer, and that therefore he 
« was determined never to enter the Walls of St. Stephen's 
« Chapple more as Member. Now what may follow here- 
upon I know not, unleis it be what we call here a motley 
Ainiſtry firſt ; and then, what is call'd a Rec---n in the R--l 
F---y, which will infallibly be another of the Conſequences 
thereof : But whether that will prove a thorough or real one, 
or palliative and temporary only; which laſt, ſome of the 
knowing ones ſeem to fear, is what Time only can diſcover. 
This I know, however, and will venture, Point blanc, to 
aſſert (for with you, Sir, I dare not prevaricate) that, unleſs 
there be a thorough, a real, viſible and laſting Change, and, 
Alteration in our Meaſares, as well as of ſome, or even all, 
of our Miniſters, we ſhall ſtill be what we were before, (I will 
not ſay UNDONB) ſince we cannot well be much worſe. 
* 
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One of your quick Apprehenſion, Vivacity and Experience, on 
obſerving the Drift of my Pen, will, I know, at once be tempted 
to conclude, and probably to lay, True id is, but what are the Mea- 

fares that are now to be taken and purſued, and where, or hozy, 
are the Operations of Mar to begin, and to be carried on, at this 
critical Conjuncture, for this Tear of 1942 ? A Tear big avith 
expefed Wonders : A NEW Ara indeed, continue you, vit, 
a Witneſs--- A NEW Emperor choſen by the Intereſt and Ju- 
fiuence of the Houſe of Bourbon! All Germany in a flaming 
Confaſion! A French Army in the Heart of it ſupported with 
thoſe of a powerful Proteſtaut Crown, and as powerful a Pro- 
teſtant El:Qorate ! A NEW Neutrality likewiſe in Germany, 
concluded before it was ſo much as dreamt of, by any other 
Power, but the two immediately concerned! The Honſe of Au— 
ſtria, for Ages paſt, the Terror of France, on the very Brink 
of ANNIHILATION! And, to finiſh the Cataſtrophy, you'll 
probably add, Great Britain all the JVhile inactive, and the 
ſeven united Provinces afleep with their Eyes open ! All theſe 
great Events, to which I add, one more, and none of the 
imalleſt, vi. A ſudden Change in the Adminiſtration at the 
Court of Great Britain, are,] ſay, all of them of ſuch vaſt Con- 
ſequence, and yet only a Prelude, to the uſhering in of this 
great, this tremendous Year 1742. 


* 


4 Well, Sir, I have, with as much Patience, as great Grief, 
heard you out 1n enumerating and illuſtrating ſo many great 
| and unexpected Events : and you certainly judge right 
1 in the preſent melancholly Situation of our Affairs, ſo far 
1 | ay 
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as they relate to Europe in general: But when we come to 
eye them in another Light, I mean, ſo as to look upon and 
examine them narrowly, and ſet them in a juſt Contraſt, to 
thoſe of our now moſt potent and hereditary Enemy, France, 
(which, by a great Man hath a Hundred Years agone, and 


upwards, been moſt juſtly call'd, BRITANNLE EX TRA- 


DUCE INIMICA) then indeed, the Scene changes ten 


thouſand Times ſtill worſe to our Diſadvantage. And this, 


Sir, will be yet more apparent, when we come to conſider 
her vaſt Trade ow, in Compariſon with what it was at the 
Revolution, or at any Time fince that remarkable Period, and 


likewiſe with our own in its preſent declining, and almoſt 


ſinking State, in all Parts of the habitable Globe : And if 
the Trade and Shipping of that Kingdom, hath ſo remarka- 
bly increaſed, and particularly within theſe twenty Years 
laſt paſt, which I think, and as yourſelf on mature Reflection, 
muſt allow is as inconteſtible, as that our own hath as much 
and as viſibly declined ; then, Sir, we muſt both of us like- 
wiſe grant, that as the French have thus, by Means oi their 
Vigilance and Activity, rouſed up and ſpurred on by our 
known Indolence and Inactivity, at laſt wreſted the Ballance 
of Trade out of our Hands, and brought it into their own; 
ſo it is not, nor can any longer be a Queſtion, from whence 
it proceeds, that the Ballauce of Power in Europe, for which 
(to pave its Way, for antverſal Monarchy, no doubt} that 
Crown hath been ſtruggling hard, and without Intermiſſion, 
for ſo many Years, I'd like to have ſaid Ages, hath at laſt, 
and almoſt without a Blow, been acquired by it alſo, tho', 
(thank God alone, but not ourſelves) not yet rivetted to it. 


Hay in g, 


r 
„ 


. a 
wg 
l 


- a IR”. 
3. . r „ 


4 5 | f "of 


. 
: o * J * 
0 4 
a ; . $555» * 
OY | +. by ” r 5 
W Na 4c . £2 2 2 Le; EY, : 2 ©; ©2067 - (-*t 
— f AA ae ee ee 3 3 * 23 2 : N _ 
” ARE * phe ys * n & 8 Nr 3 A 88 4 , . ” 
X. ag _ i * ” — * hs OA” 2 OEM 5 - EFF 1 » - FRE » 2 in 9 & KEI ” — — 
$4 2 - by — 2 3 2 1 : SES” R N ed 2 4 ia RO 2, 4 * - * 4 Bs 4 1 r = Mr Ex oy, = " i 1 5 5 — 
"x, oF +» . » 8 8 7 ä * V a — 
e 2 N — — * e * * = . 
1 - I - a7 > - OY - 3 > * * — wn 2 * rr . — n K 3 * * = 
. . - og WAL > a _ . 5 Q \ 
— * =y 


— 


8 ” 


Having, then, thus plainly laid before you the immenſe, and 
much to be lamented, Power of France at this Time, and the 
Steps taken by that intriguing Court, to obtain it, I come 
now in the laſt Place to point out the ONLY Meaſures in this 
Criſis of ours, at this Time to be taken and vigorouſly pur- 
ſued ; which, if put in Execution, as they eaſily may, and 
ought to be, nothrng, not even all the inland and naval 
Strength and Power of | France, united with that of Spain, 
(our now, declared Enemy) and all its other Allies, poſſibly 
can prevent us from regaining, #r/# the Ballance of Power in 
Europe, and then recovering that of Trade, nor, from riveting 
both for ever in the Crown and Kingdom of Great Britain 
ALONE. And this, Sir, you will, and muſt, readily allow, 
is all we with for, and all we want. „ 


And to make this appear plain and intelligible to every 
Capacity capable of reflecting, as well as to your own pene- 
trating Genius, I do upon the Whole conclude, and do, in 
ſo many Words, poſſitively aſſert, that no Meaſures whatſo- 
ever, can, by any Adminiſtration in this Kingdom, whether 
by the preſent, (which may, without a Paradox I think, be 
now call'd the late or the old Miniſtry, ſince it is confeſs'd, 
on all Hands, that we are, as already hinted, in the Eve of a 
zew one) or by the intended yew and motley one, be taken, 
vigorouſly purſued, and then put in Execution, fo as, with 
the like Expedition, little Risk, and a trifling Expence, 
fully to obtain the juſt-mentioned glorious Ends, vis. Thoſe 
of regaining the Ballauce of Power (which is the rt Thing 
to be done) and then recovering that of Trade, unleſs it be 


thofe 
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| thoſe p ointed out by Captain Morke's Scheme, Fropulal or 
Plan, Sine by him fully laid before, and communicated at 
large, to the Right Honourable Sir Charts Wager, on the 
11th of Fanuary laſt was Twelvemonth, as appears by the 
ſecond Section ſo often mentioned: And that I may not be 
taxed with gi ſo ſtrong an Aſſertion, without urging at 
the ſame Time the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, 111 ſuch as ſhall ap- 
pear to be ſelf-evident in themſelyes, i in Support of the Truth 
and Validity thereof, I proceed to lay them down frankly 
and plainly before your Eyes, and then to leave the juſt 
Reflections that will naturally and clearly reſult from them, 
to your own molt mature and ſerious Conſideration, and to 


that 5 the Publick. 


To Nane this, 815 will be no hard Task for me, when 
yourſelf, and every thinking Perſon will allow, it muſt be 
taken for granted, that what hath been already, and at large, 
aſſerted, with Relation to Captain Morke's Scheme, is "Oy 
Fact, 19 bona jide, the Truth And if there yet be any In- 
fidel left. who may be ſo much abandoned to Prejudice, or 
to Self- conceit, as ſtill to doubt, notwithſtanding the nume- 
rous concurring Circumſtances in Favour of it, amounting 
even to Demonſtration : I lay, let ſuch a one, if ſuch a one 
there be, wait till the Captain be called upon by the King 
hmfelf, Lords or Commons, or the vew Lords Comm ſſu ners of 
the Admiralty (if their Lordſhips are to be changed too) 
and to be in the ſtricteſt and moſt rigid Manner examined 
by ſach Perſons as His Majeſty, or thoſe i/!uſtrions Aſſemblies 
or Lords Commiſjjoners, ſhall think fit to appoiat and depute 


for that Purpole ; and then I will once more thus publickly 
venture 
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venture to aſſert, and to anſwer for it when I have done, 
that the Captain ſhall make all my Words good and true, ſo 
far at leaſt, as they do relate to the abſolute Truth and Ve- 
racity of his Scheme, and alſo, that hoſe who ſhall or may 
have the Honour to be ſo appointed or deputed, readily 
ſhall, and freely will, report it as I have already mentioned, 
without any Scruple or Heſitation. 


Having thus eſtabliſhed the Mea/zres now to be taken and 
purſued on the Footing and Foundation of Captain Morke's 
Scheme, I am next to ſhew why they are preferable to any 
other that may be meditated and ſet on Foot, with the like 
View of compaſſing, tho' without any Poffibility of effecting 
and obtaining the fame glorious Ends: And then to demon- 
{trate, that no other Meaſures whatloever are capable (even 
in Potentia, were they never to be executed) of performing 
them, either with the like, or any Way near the like Ex- 
pedition, little Risk and ſmall Expence. But all theſe Points, 
Sir, after ſo much has been ſaid, and clearly made out and 
proved, relating to the Truth of Captain Morke's Scheme, 
muſt appear ſo very clear and obvious to one of your fine 
Genius and Turn of Thought, that I ſhall but juſt mention, 
and then ſeparately, however, touch upon them, and with a 
fe ſhort, but neceſſary, Reflections more, conclude this un- 


pardonable long Letter. 


That a Land War (to which I do thus naturally return) is 
now upon the Carpet, and intended to be carried on, and 
puſhed {omewhere abroad in Europe (as for America, the 


knowing Ones ſay we have felt enough of that there already, 
to 
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to poſtpone at leaſt, if not deter us from going on with its 
unleſs a new Modus operands be taken) is, I believe, the gene- 
ral Opinion here, and I doubt it is founded upon too much 
Truth, if not prevented by fome ſudden and unexpected Ne- 
gociation, Ceflation of Arms, or Peace with Hain; none of 
which, however, are ſo much as dream'd of here, ſince a 
Change or Alteration in the Adminiſtration, is ſo ſuddenly 


now, by every Body, look d, and, as is thought, by the Gene- 


rality wiſh'd for: Yet who knows what may happen? I am, 
however, willing, in order not only to clear away the Rub- 


biſh that may be thrown in my way, but alſo the better to 


illuſtrate the Propoſition I have undertaken to prove, (which 
I doubt not of making out, equal to the Truth of one of the 
ſimpleſt in Euclid) to take it for granted, that a Land Yar 
will, very ſoon, be proſecuted ſomewhere abroad, and in 
Europe; but where that Spot is to be, is, as yet, I believe, 
a grand Secret to all of us. 


Now to take a thorough View of this Matter in a clear 


Light, we muſt reflect on the Events that have happened 
in the like Circumſtances, in the reſpective Reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne: For we are to, and mult, ſup- 
pole, if a Land Mar in Earneſt be undertaken, that Spain 
and France, at leaſt, if not ſome other Powers in Conjunction 
with them alſo, will become Parties againſt us. And then to 
conſider how far, and how ſoon, we were Gainers by thoſe 
reſpective Land Mars, carried on with the utmoſt Vigour, 
and puſh'd in Spain, Italy, Germany, and at laſt in Flanders. 
And likewiſe at what a vaſt Effuſion of Blood, and Profuſion 
of Treaſure, they were both managed for us, though in Con- 
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federacy and Conjunction with, all the greateſt Powers in 
Europe; all which laſted, I mean thoſe two Wars, for a long 
Series of twenty Years and upwards: And here it is to be 
conſidered, that during this whole Time, we acted by Sea, 
as well as by Land, at an additional and unheard-of Expence, 
the Dutch having conſtantly joined us all the while, or, as 
Occaſion belt ſerved, acted ſeperately, in the common Cauſe, 


as we call 'd it. 


I now come to caſt up the Ballance gained by us from 
France, in the firſt Land and Sea War, and from France and 
| Spain jointly in the Second: But fince, if I was to uſe Fi- 
gures ſo to do, I ſhould certainly make a Dutch Reckoning of 
it; ſo I preſume to leave that intricate Point to you, Sir, who 
have a better Head for Numbers of that kind; or, if you do 
not much reliſh the Taſk, you are at Liberty, if you think 
fit, to aſſign it over to any of our former Premiers, or to that 
great Perſonage, whoever he may be, that is now ſoon to 
have that Honour conferred upon him. For I do aſſure you, 
it is too arduous for my Pen, who am only uſed to mercan- 
tile, but never yet to national, Accounts: Yet thus much [I 
will venture to ſay, before I leave the Subject, that we have, 
by Virtue of thoſe two Land and Sea Wars, acquired an ezer- 
val Load of national Debts, amounting to 50,000,000, and 
upwards : You'll pardon the Appellative Eternal, Sir, till 
ſuch time as you ſhall think fit to inform me, when, or whe- 
ther ever fuch a large Demand upon us will be paid. And 
as for the Security we have had for the Support of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt at Home or Abroad (the Common Place To- 
pic) I have already hinted, and I here repeat it, that it 
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hath never been at fo low an Ebb, at leaſt Abroad, for theſe 
fifty Years laſt paſt and upwards, (and for which, we are 
chiefly oblig'd to the Fourth Article of the Rye, 
Treaty) as it is now, fo far is it off, from being better 
eſtabliſh'd. Now if you will favour me in your next with 
a real and ſolid Ballance, gained by and paid us, for all 
this Blood-ſhed and Treaſure expended, then eris mihi magnrs 


Apollo. 


Let us now take a ſhort View in another Light, yet ſtill 
a true and clear one, with Relation to the Parties with whom, 
we then waged, thoſe two ſucceſſive Land and Sea Hars : 
For the peaceful Ryſavrck Interval did not, I think, bleſs 
us above Two Years. And we ſhall find that in the firſt, 
France was almoſt all alone, and yet not near fo ſtrong 
and powerful then as now, and much inferior ſtill in her 
Trade, and therefore in her Shipping, than at this Time. 
France was then almoſt an utter Stranger to the Moollen, Spa- 
ſh and Turky Trade, and altogether fo, to the India, gu- 
gar, &c. &c. &c. which could, with great Eaſe, point out, 
were they not too obvious to all the European Nations, but 
particularly to ourſelves; who ſo ſenſibly now feel the fatal 

Increaſe of the French Trade, and for that very Reaſon, ſo 
dearly ſuffer, and daily pay, for the viſible Decreaſe of our 
own. But when we come coolly to enquire on the other 
Hand, after the Parties then at War with France, to circum— 
ſtantiated, and ſo alone, we ſhall then ſee the grand Confe- 
deracy of almoſt all Europe againſt her, vis. Great Britain 
and all her Dependencies, the Emperor, Spain Old and New, 
(I will not venture to name Portugal, though I think that 
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Crown was alſo with us, and not zentral as now) the United 
Provinces, the Duke of Savoy, and with him, ſome of the 
greateſt Powers in Italy, Saxony, Bavaria, and with the 

Prince of that Electorate, all the Spanyh Netherlands, and 
almoſt all Germany ; the Proteſtant Cantons, and, if I miſtake 
not, a Pozver or ted in the North: I ſay all theſe Powers, either 
in Confederacy with us, or as Auxiliaries, all in Arms, and 
all againſt France, in a manner, per ſe * And where did this 
mighty SHEW end? lay you. I anſwer, in the wonderful and 
admirably well-concerted Peace of Ryſwrck, as you yourſelf 
do well know, and all the Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe, to 
this Day, by the ſaid famous Fourth Article of it feels: And, 
| need not therefore add, parturiunt montes, &c. 


As to the Second War begun likewiſe indeed in our great 


Deliverer's * Reign, though at the very End of it, and of his 
Life (for which War, as you have formerly often obſerved, 
we may thank the famous Partition Treaty alone) and carried 
on vigorouſly both by Sea and Land by Queen Ann ] ſay, 
this laſt Land Mar, which furniſhed us almoſt every Cam- 
paign, with a Siege, as well as a deciſive Batth (as 
every one of the laſt, was then uſually called, and 
particularly thoſe of Hochſtadt and Rameilles, the firſt ha- 
ving ſavd the Empire, and the laſt the Netherlands) in 
proſecuting whereof we were always victorious, and 
ever 

* You ſee, my old Revolution Friend, I do not forget the grand Epithet, ſo 


juſtly given by the Three Kingdoms to, and ſo richly and well-deſerved by, 
King Wiil:am, lince he delivered us from Popery, and therefore from all Sorts of 


Vice, Luxury in particular, and Immorality, which are ſo perfectly well 


rooted out, and extinguithed amongſt us; that we may, you know, ow be 


juſtly called rhe Iſland of Saints or Angels, as a poor IIliterate Monk formerly 
took the Word Anplorum to me- 95 5 | 
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ever carrying our Point, is fo very recent, that I need not 
expatiate upon it. I ſhall therefore only add one ſhort Re- 
flection that naturally reſults from my firſt Propoſition, vis. 
That for theſe fifty Years laſt paſt and upwards, though two 
Land Wars were carried on with the utmoſt Vigour, by this 
Crown, in Conjunction with its Confederates and Auxiliaries, 
which were almoſt all the Powers in Europe, firſt againſt 
France alone, and then againſt France and Spain jointly ; and 
ſtill, theſe two Crowns were not then near ſo powerſul as they 
are now, as has already been plainly None” Yet ſo it hap- 
pened, and ſuch were the Events of both, notwithſtanding 
of the ſtrongeſt and moſt powerful Confederacy ever formed in 
Europe, and in ſpite of fo many compleat and repeated Victories, 
both by Sea and Land, in both thoſe Land /Yars, particularly 
in the laſt, that the Advantages obtained for the Three King- 
doms by them, (at whoſe immenſe Expence they were al- 


moſt wholly and ſolely, yet fo chearfully and ſteadily, carry'd 


on) are yet, I doubt, and fo do you, at ſome very great Di- 
ſtance, and likely to remain ſo, unleſs the wee Meaſares, 
never before ſo much as dreamt of, but now pointed out 
and fairly laid before you, as well as they were twelve Months 
agone and upwards, before Sir Charles Mager, be heartily 
gone into and purſued with Vigour. 


And thus, Sir, J come to ſum up all I have fo particularly, 
and, I hope, Io fully and fairly explained to you, and to reduce 
the whole into theſe two ſingle Points, viz. That there is 
now nothing left for us to do, but either quietly to ſabmit 
by Neutralities, or long-winded Treaties (and thoſe continued 


will very ſoon have that Effect) to the over-reaching and ex- 
orbitant 
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orbitant Powers of the Houſe Bourbon, on its own Terms; 


or, (ſor there is no other Alternative, none in the Nature of 
Things now for us to lay hold of) inſtantly to go plum into 
Captain Morke's Scheme, and put the ſame, with all conveni- 
ent Diſpatch, into Execution. If the ſt ſhould, in ſpite of 
the ſtrongeſt Conviction, our unhappy Caſe, which God 

forbid, then indeed it will be no hard Matter to determine how 
ſoon we ſhall become a Cens Perdita with a Witneſs : But on 
the other Hand, if we thould at laſt awake out of a Twenty 
Year's ſupine Lethargy, and rouſe up in good Eearneſt, and be 
ſo juſt and obliging to ourſelves, as to accept of the beſt, the 
faireſt and the leaſt expenſive Plan that ever was laid before 
any Prince or State whatſoever, from the Beginning of the World 


zo this Day (to uſe the very Words of Captain Morke's Pro- 


poſal,) and that may be put in Execution, with ſuch incredible 
Diſpatch, and with ſo very little Risk, c. Both which ma- 
terial Points have already been, in ſundry preceding Parts 
of my Letter, as well as in others of the Captain's own 
Papers, ſufficiently, and ſo far as they prudently could be 
mentioned in Publick, hinted at, and in general Terms 
aſſerted, and yet ſo, as infallibly to ſucceed in the pro- 
poſed Enterprize. I ſay, Sir, Theſe, theſe are the Nev 
Meaſures to be taken, and immediately, and with Vi- 
gour, to be purſued, and put into Execution, viz. Firſt, By 
examining of the Captain himſelf, who will, I do well know, 


be to the ſull as candid and explicite in his Diſcoveries 


to thoſe who, as it is to be hop'd, may ſoon be appointed 
and deputed by ſome one or other of the Superior Powers 
for that Purpoſe, as it appears he hath already been to 
Sir Charles Yager ; then, as is preſumed, a juſt and impar- 
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propoſed by it: This, Sir, is an Offer ſo generous, ſo open, 


Tm > = 
tial Report will be made in Writing, by thoſe Gentle- 
men who are to have the Honour to be thus employ d as 
aforeſaid, which, I am well ſatisfied will be full as much in 


Favourof Captain Morke's Scheme, as what hathbeen alr eady 


alledg'd in its Behalf at large, in the ſecond Section herewith 
ſent you, and ſo often before-mentioned, called, The Subject 
Matter of the Scheme, &c. And Jaſily, when the Plan in 
queſtion, hath been thus ſolemnly and fully reported true, and 
peremptorily approv'd of in Writing, by ſuch Perſons as 
may have the Honour of being ſo appointed and deputed, 
either by his Majeſty himſelf, or by either or both Houſes of 

Parliament, or Lords Commiſhoners of the Admiralty tor the 
Time being, as hath been already, and ſo often ſuggeſted : 
I fay, to all which, as I have Authority to add, as an abſo- 
lute Confirmation thereof, and of all that J have ſaid upon this 
momentous Affair, from Captain Fohn Morke himſelſ, who is 
at this Inſtant of Time with me, and hath peruſed what I do 
now write to this Subject, by the Channel of this my 


Letter to you, Sir: He doth in this Publick Manner offer, 


readily and with Pleaſure to ſubmit himſelf to be examined 


(by ſuch Perſons as ſhall be ſo appointed and may hereafter 
have the Honour to be deputed as aforeſaid, with Relation 


to the Truth and Veracity of his whole Scheme; and in ſhort 
to that of all the Diſcoveries ſo made by him to Sir Charles 


ger, on the 11th of Fanuary 1740-41. as well as plainly 
to ſhew and convince them, how practicable and eaſy his ſaid 

Scheme is, and with what incredible Diſpatch, little Risk, 
and ſmall Expences the ſame may be put in Execution; and 


yet ſo, as fully and effectually to anſwer all the glorious Ends 


and 
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and is ſo intirely void of the prevailing Paſſion of this Age, 
Self-Tntereſt, and in ſhort fo big and turgid, with ſuch great 

and unexpected Bleſſings (under God) to this, without it, 


helpleſs and diſtreſſed Kingdom, that if it be not accepted 


of very ſoon, and put in Execution too, the Old and Noble 
Romans Maxim, of Quos Jupiter vult perdere dementat prius 
muſt, in ſpite of full Conviction, and of the true Senſe the Pub- 
lick hath on many late memorable Occaſions expreſs'd, of our 
moſt wretched Condition, be not only properly, but alſo li- 
terally apply'd to ourſelves. So that, ſince it appears to be 
both plain and moſt true, from the fatal Precedents of the 
two laſt expenſive and deſtructive Land //ars, both of them 


within our own Memories (for I wave dealing with or quoting 


of dead Hiſtorians, relating many Tranſactions of the like 


Kind and Effect before the Revolution) that we have no Rea- 
ſon, and therefore no Hope of expecting better Succeſs, if 
we ſhould engage de novo in a Land Mar againſt France and 
Spain, thus powerfully allied, as the two Crowns now are, 
it muſt, I ſay, therefore, on mature and unbiaſſed Reflection, 
be allowed, that no other Meaſures are or need be taken by 
this Kingdom, in order immediately to wreſt the Ballance of 
Power in Europe out of the Hands of France, as well as to 
recover that of Trade, than Captain Morkes's new Scheme only, 
the ſpeedy executing whereof will moſt effectually rivet 
both for ever, in the Crown and Kingdom of Great Britain 
ALONE. . 


And this will be illuſtrated with yet more glaring and 
irreſiſtible Truth, and with greater Force and Perſpicuity, 
when it comes to be conſidered that the Ports and Harbours 
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of both Dunkirk, Havre de Grace, of Breſt and ' Toulon, 


together with all their Forts and Shipping within or before 


them, of what Force or Size ſoever they may be, in- 


fallibly and abſolutely muſt fall into our Hands, or be wholly 


laid open, or totally deſtroy'd, and for ever remain fo, if we 
thall think fit ſo to do: And the like with any other Ports 


or Harbours that we ſhall judge proper, or of lets Conſequence 


at this Time, ſuppoſe St. Malo's, &c. neceſſary to deſtroy, 
and that are now in the Power and Poſſeſſion of the Crown of 


France; and all this to be performed, Wind and Weather 
permitting, (for to expect Miracles, is quite out of the Queſ- 
tion with all Men of Senſe) by the ſole Uſe of Capt. Morke's 
Scheme, in one fingle Summer, or perhaps leſs, and not too 
late, to go upon the requiſite Preparations for it now: And, 
which adds inexpreſſible Weight to the Enterprize, with much 
leſs Risk of the Lives of Men and Expence of Treaſure and 
Time, than by any other Way or Method whatſoever, now known 
or ever practiſed before. And what I here aſſert, as to the 
Demolition or perpetual Deſtruction, or for ever keeping open 
the ſtrongeſt Ports and Harbours of France, I do aver the 
ſame with Regard to all thoſe of Old or New Spain, or of 
any other Enemy whoſoever, or in any Part of the World 
whatſoever, and therefore none of the ſtrongeſt Ports or Har- 


| bours on the Coaſt of Barbary and Africa, nor any of thoſe 


in the Power of the Famous Argria the Pirate (for no Shal- 
lowneſs of Water, or Foulneſs of the Harbour, can prevent the 
full Execution of Captain Morke's Scheme) or of any other 
Power whatſoever in the Eaſt Indies, are hereby excepted : 
Becauſe all muſt or may be reduced and inevitably fall a 
Sacrifice by and into our Hands, if we pleaſe, and will at laſt 
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be in Earneſt, Some therefore of the ſtrongeſt Ports or Har- 
bours in Old and New Fhain, that may be the moſt wanted 


by Us, becauſe of the immenſe Predjudice they have been 


and {till are to our Trade, and of as great Advantage to France, 


the Common Enemy, I will, once for all, lay before you, vx. 
St. Sebaſtians, that deſpicable: Neſt of Thieves, and Bz/boa, 
Cadis, and Barcelona, in Europe. In America I ſhall only men- 


tion Carthagena and the Havana; which, if I miſtake not, 


are at this Time by us the moſt wanted, and the hardeſt to 
be come at; ſince we have not as yet been able to make 


ourſelves Maſters of any one of thoſe ſtrong S:a-ho/ds, as I 


may, I hope, properly call them, either in the preſent War 


with Spain only, or in the late with France and Spain joint- 
ly, Barcelona only excepted ; and yet all or any one of 'em 


might long ſince have been in our Poſſeſſion, or laid open (as 
fairly ſuggeſted in the 1ſt Queſtion of Captain Morke's Let- 
ter to Mr. Collinſon, intitled the 2d. Section) had the Scheme 
in debate been accepted of, when firſt propoſed to, and fo 


highly approved of by Sir Charles Mager; and notwithſtand- 


ing of the Importance of ſuch remarkable Service to Great 


Britain, which had inſallibly compell'd the haughty Court of 


Madrid, long before this Time, to have courted us, and with 


a Charte Blanche in its Hands too, for a Peace; yet I ſay, 
in all human Probability, Captain Morke's Scheme, being found- 
ed upon Mathematical Demonſtration, all this might have 
been performed * by and done for us, with much leſs 
Charge and Effuſion of Blood, than hath been expended and 
ſpilt, on the fruitleſs and unfortunate Attempt upon Car- 


thagena alone, therein comprehended, the Expence of the 
Ship- 
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Shipping and Preparations for the Attempt, and the Deſcent 
upon Cuba after it. Tom © 


And as to add more, and ſtill to multiply Words, to one of 
your Underſtanding in theſe Aﬀairs, would be to argue an 
Abſurdity, fo, if it may be thought that I have ſaid too 
much, or-made too free with my Pen already, I may with 

reat Juſtice, I hope, flatter myſelf that the high Importance 
of the Subject I have handled, on behalf of this diſtreſs'd, 
I had like to have ſaid diſtracted, this greatly 1mpoveriſh'd 
and diſgraced Kingdom, together with the evident Certainty, 
that the Scheme I have thus laid before you, 1s able not only 
abſolutely to retrieve all our paſt Loſſes, but alſo fully to 
recover and reſtore the former Trade, Power, Splendor and 
Weight of Great Britan in Europe, and to render the fame 
by far higher than before, and yet for ever permanent; theſe 
uncommon Conſiderations, Iſay, will, I preſume, readily and 
ſufficiently Apologize, both for the Plainneſs and Openneſs 
of my Stile, the Repetition of certain Facts, and the Pro- 
lixity of ſome Periods. I ſhall therefore now draw to a Cloſe 
on' taking the Liberty however ficſt, (as an additional Weight 
and in order to clinch and rivet what I have already offered) 
to advance fomething more ſtill, that 1 have not beſore 
touched upon, and 1s therefore quite new (tho' founded upon 
Captain Morke s Scheme, as is indeed my whole Letter) but 
will yet prove to be of ſuch vaſt Conſequence and of ſuch 
viſible, and immediate Advantage to our dear Country, and 
in Courſe of ſuch irreparable Damage to its hereditary Enemies, 
as will render its Miniſters beyond all Excuſe, if they do not 
E - . 
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at laſt, with open Arms, accept of this Scheme, and likewiſe put 
it, with all reaſonable Diſpatch, and in good Earneſt, in Exe- 


cution, 92. 


It is but too well known, by the Maritime Poxers of 
Euro pe, and too ſenſibly ſelt by their Trading Subjects, that 
the great Increaſe of Shipping, and therefore of Trade, in all 
the Sea-Ports, as well as along the Sea Coaſts of France, have 
multiplied and advanced to ſuch an amazing Degree, within 
theſe twenty Years laſt paſt particularly, as hath moſt juſtly 
ſurprized, tho' not yet rouſed all her Neighbours, and how 
well and with what great Eaſe, therefore, this zezv Advantage, 
which is indeed and in plain Terms, a new Acquiſition of _ | 
Wealth, and that naturally cauſeth an Addition of Power, ; 
(to that Kingdom in former Times and even within the Me- | 
mory of Multitudes of living Witneſſes altogether unknown) 
may furnith its aſpiring and ambitious Court with the 
pleaſing Views, and then of the proper Means, for an Invaſion 
or Deſcent upon us, fince Tranſports zow are as little want- 
ing to favour and forward its De/igns, as Troops formerly were 
and itil] are (tho in greater Numbers and better difctplin'd and 
appointed than ever) to put them in Execution: I fay, theſe 
and fuch like molt natural Reflections and weighty Confidera- 
tions, all purely and without Force, flowing from Matters of 
known Fact, are fo very obvious to, and intelligible by any „ 
thinking unprejudiced Perſon, that I need not, at this Time, 
trouble you with expatiating upon, or any further illuſtratin | 
of this melancholy Subject For it is to be juſtly, I think, „ 
imagined, that the bare Suggeſtion only of the Poſſibility of 
an Juvaſſon, more efpecially at this critical Conjuncture, 
when 
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when our ancient and natural Ally, the Houſe of Auyſtria, 1s 


no longer able to make any tolerable Diverſion in our Fa- 
vour by a Land Mar, will, if we be not yet quite loſt to all 


Senſe of our Intereſt and Houour, or, all of us not ſtill a 


Sleep, ſurely at laſt prove, a thorough roufing Allarum Bell, 


to our molt judicious and watchiul Adminiſtration. If this 


then be really the Cale with France at this Time; and that 


it is not ſo in Fact, neither Friends nor Foes will venture 


to deny: What e/ſedtual Meaſures can then be fallen upon 
and purſued, for ever to prevent a Danger ſo very imminent 
and ſo big with Deſtruction, from coming upon us, at a Time 
perhaps too, when the fatal Blow is the leaſt expected? None, 
I do aver, Sir, in the whole World, now left, that are able 
radically to cure this Evil, or effectually to recover and re- 


ſtore our ſickly Conſtitution to its priſtine Vigour and Health, 


and to prevent a Relapſe, unleſs it be fairly, and in the 
Face of the Sun, to lay open all the'r Sea-ports,and to deſtroy all 


their Shipping, &c, and that this cannot ever be done effectu- 


ally and with Diſpatch perform'd, but by the ſole Le of Captain 


Morke's Scheme, hath, J hope, already ſufficiently and beyond 


all Contradiction appeared, and will, when that vorthy and 
diſintereſted Perſon comes to be examined, in the Manner as 
herein before fuggefted, more pablickly and therefore yet 


more inconteſtably, be cleared up and made evident. And 


thus, and upon the Whole, the generous Propofal of this 
Scheme, ſo offered without any ſtipulated Reward, and the good 
Captain's Condeſcention to remain with us yet a while, not- 


withſtanding of the Severity of the Ujaze he fas receiv'd (as 


hinted in his Letter to Collinſon in Angſt laſt) and in ſpite 


of all the tempting Offers that have been lately made him 
3 from 
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from andther Quarter, / which at this Time 'ſhatl be name 
leſs ) but rejected with Contempt, ought in this Criſſr of 
Affairs at Home and Abroad, by all thoſe who wiſh well to 
their Country, and: would prevent the total Subverſion of the 
How e of Auſtria, to: be gratefully acknowledged, as a moſt 

particular Bleſſing from Heaven. 510 
But here I am well aware of a Gigantic Objection (as I 
doubt not, fome will, from the Nature of its ſeeming Out-fide 
Force call it) that will readily be made to what I have here 
aſſerted : Yet by thoſe only 'whoſe ſordid Intereſt, join'd to 
the Want of ſolid Judgment and Reflection, could move and 
induce them to ſtart it, viz. Let us keep up a conſtaut, 
ſtrong and regular Land Force, and that alone will both 72 
feftually diſcountenance and abſolutely prevent any Foreign In- 
vaſion or Deſcent. But, alas! Sir, in what an abſurd and 
_ ridiculous Light, muſt this mean and cowardly, and 1 
might juſtly add, moſt coſtly Objection appear in, when what 
hath already been, ſo clearly and at large offered and advanc- 
ed with Relation to the fatal Effects of our late Land Mar, 
abroad, is fully and juſtly conſidered; for I hope there are 
none, ſo highly diſaffected, and ſo barefacedly wicked, yet to 
be found amongſt us, as will dare, openly at leaſt, to plead for 
keeping up a ſtrong and regular Land Force, with no 
other View than purely againſt their Fe/low Subjects at Home, 
ſuch an Argument only ſuiting a Reign like that of James the 
29. ; tho' plain and notorious it is, that even an Army of 
50,000 Men could not then make 1t a good nor a true one: 
I ſay, not only the bad Events of our late Land Mars abroad, 
but alſo the moſt extenſive Uſe and infinite Advantage of 
the Scheme here contended for, mult, on due Reflection, 
and 
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and mature Conſideration, diſarm this gigantic Objection of 


all its Force, lay it quite naked, and fairly ſtrip it of all its 
out-ſide Gloſs and falfe Varniſh. And then indeed it vaniſhes 
like a Cloud before the Wind, ſoon out of Sight, and therefore, 


I hope, for ever out of Mind. For while it is in our own 


Power to be ſole Maſters of this Scheme, and at our own 
Pleaſure to put it in Execution, and at a trifling Expence too 


(when compared only with the annual Charge, of a gaudy uſeleſs 


Fleet) yet ſo as © zo deſtroy or abſolutely to compel the Surrender 
« of any Number of Enemies Ships, auhether at Sea or in Port, 
« be it ever ſo ſtrong, then ſurely the moſt dreadſul, but ill 
grounded, Apprehenſions of ſome, and the artful and deſigning 
Declamations of others, of an intended [2a//om, or Deſcent, 
abroad, and on an Iſland tov, muſt be deemed a mere Bug- 
bear or a Phantom ; and while we thus remain alone pofleſs'd 
of the Diſcovery and Uſe of Captain Morke's Scheme, a ſtand- 
ing Army, tho 50,000 ſtrong, or upwards, muſt, in Effect, 
be eſteemed no better than a ſtanding Jobe. 


I have now but one Obſervation more to make, and like- 
wile a new one, before I dare venture with Honour, to leave 
this important Subject. For incerting whereof, yourſelf and 
every true and thinking Proteſtant thro'out all Europe, as 
well as in Great-Britain, &c. will heartily thank me; ſince 


the juſt and proper Uſe that may be made ot it, will as cer- 


tainly compel the Reſtoration of the glorious and Honourable 
Edit of Nantes, as it moſt aſſuredly will, the Revocation of 
the fatal 4th Article of the Treaty of Ry/wick ; which laſt I 
have, with both Grief and Indignity, mention'd in other 


Parts of this Letter. What I would then ſay is, Sir, with 
| | Relation 


Relation to the new Method of Treaties, call'd Neutralities, at 
this Time much in Vogue with certain Powers in Europe, the 
bare naming thereof muſt at once open and unravel, to one 


of your penetrating Genius and Vivacity, the whole Scene; 


ſince, on mature Reflection, plain evident and obvious it is, 
that ſo ſoon as the ſtrongeſt Sa- Ports and Harbours of France 
{and ſuch are es rang the moſt commodious for carrying 
on their Trage) are fairly laid, and for ever mult lie, open, and 


her Shipping of all kinds, whether for War or for Trade, 


taken, ſunk or deſtroy'd; that then a Maritime Power fo acting 
in Earneſt, will no longer have Occaſion to ſollicite, much lets 
ſtill to court the Houſe of Bourbon, for any Neutrality what- 
ſoever, even if its foreign Dommons were ſo unluckily 
ſituated, as to border on the Kingdom or lye in the very 
Heart of Hance; but on the contrary, ſo well and ſo 
thoroughly am I ſatisfied of the literal Truth, Veracity and Uſe 
of Captain Morke's Scheme, that I will venture to. add, that 


was that #nfolent Crown ſo ſerved and attack'd (and ſurely it 


hath from this injured Kindom richly deſerved ſuch Treat- 
ment, as is publickly known to all Europe) it would then 
readily cringe and creep, as ſome Powers as near Home, on 
offer a Sub/zdy, and, if wanted, quickly and at its own Ex- 
pence, readily ſend a whole Army, as a Safe-guard to preſerve 
the Territories of ſuch other Potentate as might, in Caſe of 
Refuſal, by a ſimple miſſive Letter only, to the Court of 
Verſailles abſolutely and for ever prevent its building even a 
Angle Ship, either for War or for Trade, without the ſpeci- 
al Licence or Connivance of that Prince ſo armed and pre- 
pared to put this excellent, and (for this Iſland, ) moſt neceflary 

— and 


other Occaſions formerly have done, and with open Arms both 


1 ene, [ 09 ] 
and uſcful, at his own free Will and Pleaſure, in Execution: 
And now, Sir, and on diſmiſſing this curious and pleaſing Sub- 
Ject ; a Subject that muſt highly delight, rouſe and animate 
every true Briton and every true Proteſtant, | ſay, I will venture 
to end it thus, vis. By proclaiming to the World your Senti- 
ments and my own upon it, as well as thoſe of all the hearty 
Well-wiſhers to the molt illuſtrious and ancient Houſe of Auſtria, 
in the following Ep:/ode (pray Pardon the Impropriety of this 
Poetial Word in Proſe, fince I cannot, in this Hurry of a Poſt 
Night, think immediately of a Better) viz. O ! how happy 
and at laſt fortunate would the poor and diſtreſſed, 1 5 brave and 
MASNAaNmous 1 of Hungary indeed be, had her Majeſty 
only ſuch a ſingle Maritime Ponver alone, (as [ have been here 
deſcribing) for her true and faithful Ally. But, Sir, as verbum 
ſabienti 1 is enough, and that enough 1 5 a Fall, 6 I purpoſe 
to conclude with the next two "ſhort Paragraphs : Upon 
this expreſs Condition, however, that you do accept of 'em 
both, in the Senſe and Canter of a Woman's Peſiſcript, 
7. . as the Burthen of the whole Song, at a Time of ſuch 
immediate imminent approaching Danger, as has for Ages 


paſt, by this Kingdom been altogether unknown. 


What an excellent Roman Author faid of the great Fabius 
viz. cunctando reſtituit Rem, having been upon certain late and 
critical Occaſions, quoted by ſundry Perſons of Figure and 
Diſtinction, for Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, in Tuſtifica- 
tion and Support of our late Meaſures ; and by re of ite 
ferior Rank and Capacity, as a Parallel only, or in Palliation 
of em. I hope, Sir, what I have in this Letter fo clearly 


and explicitly pointed out, and, as I Hatter myſelf, at large 
M demon- 


[90] 


demonſtrated, will be over and above ſufficient to convince. 


you, and the Pab/rck with you, that the Sentence fo quoted, 
has been, by thoſe Gentlemen, both groſly miſrepreſented and 


purpoſely miſapply'd. For if the Allegations herein brought, 
and the ſalutary Maxims laid down before you, be in Reality 


Matters of Fact, and that they are actually fo, none will ven- 
ture to deny, that are capable of judging impartially; then 
Sir, the Reverſe of cunctaudo, Sc. as applied to our late Mea- 
ſures, mult abſolutely and inevitably be moſt true, fince a 
further Delay in, and the poſt poning of NEW MEASURES, 
only tor one Summer more, mult infallibly and will effectually 
do our Buſineſs, with a Witneſs; and with ours, that likewiſe of 


the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe. 


* 


Now what that Buſineſs is, wants, I think, no Comment; 
unleſs it be, (however, by way of fair Warning and timely 
Prevention only) an Analogical Application to ourſelves, of 


the oldeſt Proverb extant, viz. of SERO SAPIUNT PHRY- 


GES: and, leſt the Prince of all the Greek Poets, may, 


now, in your adyanc'd Years, be no longer your Favourite. 
Amuſement, as formerly, I muſt put you in mind, that 


the Introduction of a Foreign Horſe, was the ſole Cauſe of 
the Deſtruction of Troy; and therefore, that the fatal Cataſ- 
trophe, which was then thus brought upon that ſo much en- 
% City and Country, and by their own Hands, Free-will 
and Conſent too, was ſo very ſurprizing and remarkable to 
the Neighbouring Nations, that it ſoon afterwards became 
the Foundation of the juſt mention'd moſt ancient, wiſe and 
alarming mepuwma: which hath undoubtedly been recorded 
in Hiftory for 3000 Years and upwaras, as an NE 
an 


— 


35 


and ſmarting Leſſon to the World; that even Wiſdom itelf, 
tho' the pure Gift of Heaven, is ever bought too dear, when 
Repentance comes too late. 


Aude aliquid brevibus Gyarris & Carcere dignum, 
S7 vas eſſe aligui 3 — Juvenal. 


' 


I am Ee. 


QUEEN-SQUARE, WESTMINSTER, 
24 February 1741—2. 
A new Epoch. 
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The candid Reader is humbly defired to paſs over ſuch orthogra- 
hical Errors, as may have ſlipt the Preſs, and to inſert the following 
ew Words, which have been omitted, viz. In Page 32. Line 17. after 
the Word put, read it, p. 41. I. 16. after as, read it, p. 78. I. 1. after 
Houſe, read /, and after Conviction, l. 6. in the ſame Page, read come 
5 vs 
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BRITAN 
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